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Abstract
Vehicles are used as a tool to commit many crimes. However, road accidents

form the majority of these crimes. These accidents have serious criminal and civil

implications.

Despite the great impact of these implications, road accidents did not receive
sufficient attention in the legal studies or legislative measures, particularly in the
penal side. This is because there is a legal and jurisprudential disagreement about the

nature of road accidents.

Using analysis, deduction, and comparison, this study addresses the punitive
rules governing the issues related to road accidents in the Palestinian legislation. The
analysis starts from the moment of reporting the accident by the concerned authority,
followed by the primary investigation of the initiated criminal case, and reaching the
procedures for the trial of those accused of causing the accident.

In order to reach the objectives of the study, the study were divided into three
chapters. The first chapter addressed the reality of road accidents, and the cases which
could be attributed to this reality. The second chapter discussed the rules that govern
the legal perception of road accidents through clarifying their legal nature as
unintentional crime, and explaining the three pillars of crime including the physical,
moral and Islamic ruling aspects. The third chapter highlighted the procedural rules
governing the cases related to the road accidents, starting from reasoning procedures,
followed by the first phase of the penal procedures, i.e. the preliminary investigative,

and reaching the second phase, which is the trial stage.

The thesis concludes by mentioning the most important findings and
recommendations. The study hopes that the decision makers in the three constituent
authorities of the state would consider these findings.
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