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Abstract 

Synthesis and Electrochemical Characterization of PANI/Ni and PANI/Au/Ni 

Composites 

 

By  

Morgan Emily Pacini 

Dr. David W. Hatchett, Committee Chair 

Professor of Chemistry 

University of Nevada, Las Vegas 

 

The purpose of this research is to show that the electrochemically controlled formation of 

monometallic and bimetallic catalysts in polyaniline (PANI) can directly influence the efficiency 

and reproducibility of the catalytic oxidation of methanol. PANI is a conductive polymer that 

provides a three-dimensional template for the metallic catalysts deposition at nitrogen sites. The 

controlled deposition of metallic species can be achieved using the normal oxidation/reduction 

cycles of PANI. The deposition of metallic species relies on anion precursors that are 

electrostatically bound by the polymer during the oxidation cycle. The precursor is reduced 

directly at the nitrogen sites in the polymer on the reverse cycle.  While noble metal precursors 

such as AuCl4
-, PdCl4

2- and PtCl4
2- are available commercially, less expensive transition metal 

precursors were prepared in our lab.  For example, the precursor NiCl4
2- was prepared by 

reacting dimethylamine hydrochloride with NiCl2 in the presence of chloroform based on the 

following chemical reaction: 

 

2[(CH3)2NH2Cl] + NiCl2 → [(CH3)
2
NH2]

2
∙NiCl4 
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For proof of principal, solutions containing [(CH3)2NH2]2·NiCl4 were utilized to achieve 

Ni deposits at graphitic electrodes prior to deposition in PANI. PANI/metallic catalysts 

containing single metal species including Au, Pd, and Pt are well known and have been the 

subject of many studies in our laboratory. However, it is clear from the previous results that 

significant poisoning of the catalyst occurs during the oxidation of methanol.1-6 The byproducts 

of the oxidation reaction adsorb onto the metal surface poisoning or blocking further catalysis. 

However, PANI/bimetallic composite can be prepared providing better catalytic oxidation of 

alcohol with reduced poisoning of the metal catalyst surface. Bimetallic catalysts are achieved 

when nickel is electrochemically deposited onto gold in the polymer. The combination of two 

different metal species reduces the deposition of surface contaminants ensuring oxidation of 

methanol can occur at the catalyst surface. The bimetallic catalyst containing Ni rather than two 

noble metal species also reduces the cost associated with the oxidation of methanol. The 

controlled deposition of the bimetallic catalyst in PANI showed high reproducibility in solutions 

containing KOH and during methanol oxidation. The SEM/EDX analysis confirms the 

deposition of Au/Ni in PANI. Finally, PANI/Au/Ni composites show that surface poisoning is 

minimized in comparison to PANI/Au composites. However, PANI/Ni composites showed 

higher current density for methanol oxidation at Ni in comparison to PANI/Au/Ni composites.  
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Chapter 1: Introduction 

1.1 Motivation 

Electrochemical methods are utilized to produce Polyaniline (PANI)/metallic composites 

with unique or novel properties relative to the individual components. The preparation methods 

can dramatically influence their chemical and physical properties of the PANI/metallic 

composites. The research in this thesis focused to explore different metal species that can be 

exploited for the electrochemical preparation of PANI/metallic composites with enhanced 

catalytic properties.  The goal is to replace more expensive metal catalysts including Au, Pd, and 

Pt with transition metals including Ni and Ga.  The first part of this thesis will focus on the 

chemical synthesis of three different transition metal precursors containing a dimethylammonium 

cation and a metal chloride anion. The three metal chloride anions included tetrachloronickelate 

(NiCl4
2-), hexachlorotitanate (TiCl6

2-), and tetrachlorogallinate (GaCl4
-). Although multiple metal 

precursors are produced, the second portion of the thesis is focused on the characterization of the 

Ni precursor and the electrochemically controlled uptake and reduction of NiCl4
2- in PANI to 

form PANI/Ni composites. Finally, the last portion of the thesis is focused on the formation of 

PANI/Au/Ni composites. Following the formation PANI/Ni and PANI/Au/Ni composites the 

catalytic oxidation of methanol was utilized to probe metal specific chemical interactions and 

reactions. The hypothesis that will be explored is focused on determining if the oxidation of 

PANI can be utilized to control anion uptake and reduction of metallic precursors to achieve 

highly dispersed, high surface area, single metallic (Ni) and bimetallic (Au/Ni) composites with 

well-defined catalytic properties.  
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1.2 Background, Synthesis, and Applications for PANI 

Polyaniline (PANI) is a well-studied conductive polymer that is formed using either 

chemical or electrochemical methods to oxidize aniline.2, 7 Polymerization is initiated through the 

oxidation of the aniline monomer and formation of the aniline radical. There are obvious 

advantages and disadvantages of preparing PANI using either chemical or electrochemical 

synthesis methods.2, 7-12 Bulk synthesis of PANI is achieved chemically by combining the aniline 

monomer with oxidant ammonium peroxydisulfate in an acidic solution.8 Bulk chemical 

synthesis produces PANI with variable molecular weight and trapped oligomeric materials. In 

addition, the polymer composition can be variable because the chain length and oxidation state 

of the material is not easily controlled during chemical synthesis. In contrast, the electrochemical 

synthesis of PANI can be initiated through the potential dependent oxidation of the aniline 

monomer. Electrochemical methods allow the rate of reaction and oxidation potential to be 

precisely controlled, which influences the overall homogeneity while simultaneously minimizing 

incorporation of low molecular weight oligomers (Figure 1).8-9, 13-14 
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Figure 1. The electrochemical oxidation of aniline14 

 

The basic structure of PANI contains repeated units of benzenoid (reduced) and the 

quinoid (oxidized) groups, which can be varied in the presence of an applied potential or 

chemical oxidant/reductant.7 The emeraldine base form of PANI is made up of equal amounts of 

oxidized and reduced groups with the conductivity influenced by both the oxidation state of the 

polymer and proton doping of the nitrogen groups. The oxidation/reduction of PANI influences 

the nitrogen groups in the polymer through the conversion of imine and amine functionalities.  In 

addition, the uptake and expulsion of protons and anions occur as the polymer is reduced and 

oxidized to maintain charge neutrality.10, 12-13, 15 Proton uptake at the imine sites in the partially 
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oxidized polymer produces the emeraldine salt, which is the most conductive form of the 

polymer.7, 16 Proton uptake at neutral imine groups at low pH can also occur producing positive 

charge within PANI, which is offset by the uptake of anion species from the solution (Figure 

2).2, 10, 12, 17 Finally, the electronic properties of the polymer can be further influenced by 

secondary doping of additional chemical species.18 The incorporation of secondary species can 

be achieved using methods that are both independent and coupled to the oxidation/reduction of 

the polymer and proton/anion uptake.  

 

 

Figure 2. Acid doping of PANI18 

 

1.3 PANI and the Incorporation of Secondary Components 

The incorporation of secondary components into PANI can be achieved through two 

distinct pathways, which can be divided into spontaneous or controlled chemical reactions. Both 

methods have been used to produce PANI composites containing metal, metal oxide, and carbon 

materials. The variable electronic and chemical properties produced from different composite 

compositions can be exploited in a wide variety of chemical sensing and catalytic applications.19 

Reduced Oxidized 

Emeraldine Salt 
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The different synthetic approaches share the common goal of producing composites with 

uniformly dispersed secondary species with high surface area and reactivity in PANI. For 

example, the spontaneous reaction of secondary metallic species in PANI can be achieved by 

immersing PANI in either cation or anion solutions.7 The process does not allow dispersion 

within the polymer because diffusion is minimized in spontaneous processes. In addition, 

spontaneous reduction of metal species occurs at the outermost surface, which produces 

PANI/metal composites with high metal aggregation. The process reduces the overall metal 

surface area of the secondary species.20 In addition, the spontaneous reduction of metal ceases as 

the polymer becomes more oxidized. Inclusion of metal capping agents such as 

polyvinylpyrrolidone (PVP) or citrate can reduce aggregation within the polymer. However, 

adsorption of the capping agents onto the metal also blocks the metal surface, which reduces 

reactions at the surface. Therefore, they must be removed from the metal surface to achieve the 

highest chemical reactivity or efficiency as a catalyst.20-21   

A synthetic pathway that allows the chemical reactivity of the polymer and secondary 

species to be precisely controlled is preferable in comparison to spontaneous chemical reactions. 

Electrochemical methods can be used to change the oxidation/reduction of PANI influencing 

both the uptake and dispersion of secondary species in the polymer. In addition, the controlled 

electrochemical reduction of secondary species after uptake and dispersion allows the 

composition of the PANI/metal composites to be precisely controlled and varied.2, 11-12 The 

electrochemical method utilizes electrochemically formed PANI membranes as a substrate for 

anion precursor uptake and reduction through the normal oxidation and reduction of the 

polymer.2, 18, 22-23 The uptake and dispersion of secondary species is achieved as the polymer is 

oxidized and electrostatic interactions between the oxidized polymer and anion are formed. The 
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anion precursor is subsequently reduced as the polymer is cycled to more negative potentials to 

produce the composite.2, 24 The reduction process can produce metal or metal oxide deposits 

depending on the species. Noble metal precursors containing Au, Pt, and Pd produce metallic 

deposits.1-2, 18, 22-23 In contrast, Ni and Ti transition metal precursors produce metal oxide 

deposits. The oxidative dissolution of the metals in PANI is minimized on subsequent oxidative 

cycles for both metal and metal oxide deposits. For example, Figure 3 goes through the 

processes for the uptake and reduction of AuCl4
- in PANI.1 The processes can be repeated where 

additional electrochemical cycles increase the overall metal content in the polymer. Composites 

formed using electrochemical methods have unique physical properties relative to pristine PANI. 

For example, previous studies have shown that uptake of ~20% by weight metal (Au, Pd, Pt) 

allow the PANI/metal composite materials to be utilized in highly alkaline solutions that 

preclude proton doping.1-2, 10, 12, 18  

 

 

Figure 3. AuCl4
- anion uptake and reduction in PANI1, 18 
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1.3.1 PANI/Noble Metal Composites vs PANI/Transition Metal Composites 

The electrochemical uptake and reduction of noble metal precursors in PANI has 

included species such as PtCl4
2-, PtCl6

2-, PdCl4
2-, PdCl6

2- and AuCl4
-.1-2, 19 Previous studies of 

PANI/metal composites such as PANI/Au, PANI/Pd, and PANI/Pt have focused on catalytic 

alcohol oxidation.1-2, 10, 12, 16, 19 However, the noble metal precursors are susceptible to surface 

poisoning which reduces the overall catalytic efficiency.1-2, 19, 25 In addition, the costs associated 

with noble metal precursors is high. Therefore, many studies have examined lower cost transition 

metal species for catalysis such as zinc, manganese, iron, cobalt, nickel, and copper to improve 

oxygen reduction reaction (ORR) activity for proton exchange membrane fuel cells (PEMFCs) as 

well as to improve methanol oxidation for direct methanol fuel cells (DMFCs).26-31 Generally, 

the composites are produced utilizing cation species dissolved in acidic solution.24, 26, 28-29, 32-33 

For example, PANI/Ni and PANI/Cu composites have been formed in boric acid solutions 

containing NiSO4 and CuSO4.
24, 33 The PANI/Cu composites that were formed using acidic 

solutions containing the metal cation precursor did not result in appreciable methanol oxidation. 

The addition of more noble metals to the PANI/Cu composites resulted in measurable methanol 

oxidation. In contrast, PANI/Ni composites achieved methanol oxidation without the addition of 

additional metal species. Although the formation of PANI/Ni and Cu composites was 

demonstrated, the reduction of the metal cation required significant reduction potentials in acidic 

environments to be achieved (Ni ~ -1.2 V vs. SCE and Cu ~ -0.2 V vs. SCE). The reduction 

potentials utilized in these studies are problematic because hydrogen evolution decreases the 

efficiency of deposition. Additional studies have examined PANI/metal composite formation 

using various transition metal chlorides such as NiCl2, CdCl2, and ZnCl2.
32 These studies did not 

result in the formation of PANI/metal composites. Rather, a bridge complex was formed between 
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the metal species and PANI. The results suggest that metal cation species cannot be 

spontaneously reduced by PANI to form a metal composite. Electrochemical methods were not 

utilized in these studies to reduce the metal cation further to form PANI/metallic composites. 

The controlled electrochemical reduction of anion precursors to produce highly dispersed and 

reactive transition metal species in PANI are favored over more traditional cation reduction 

pathways. 

1.4 PANI/Bimetallic Composites 

 The inclusion of bimetallic species in PANI for the improvement of methanol oxidation 

has also been explored using various PANI/bimetallic species such as PANI/PtPd, PANI/AgPt, 

PANI/LaCd, PANI/CoCu, PANI/PdNi.5-6, 34-36 Bimetallic species in PANI can help to reduce 

surface poisoning that can occur during the oxidation of alcohols and they are known to have 

enhanced properties.5-6, 34-37 Previous studies of Pd/Ni bimetallic composites showed increased 

catalytic activity towards alcohol oxidation with reduced surface poisoning.36 However, 

oxidation of methanol at Pd was higher when compared to Pd/Ni composites. In these studies, Ni 

formed a small shell around the Pd, which reduced competing processes such as oxygen 

evolution reaction (OER) and the formation of CO adsorbed by methanol oxidation.36 In 

addition, PANI/Pd/Ni composites showed increased methanol oxidation when compared to 

Pd/Ni bimetallic composites deposited on a two dimensional surface. The three dimensional 

structure of the polymer increases surface area and active sites while also reducing poisoning of 

the metal surface to allow more effective methanol oxidation.38 The data suggests that formation 

of bimetallic catalysts in PANI can be used to optimize methanol oxidation and increase catalytic 

efficiency. 
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The efficiency of bimetallic catalysts has been explored to increase the efficiency of 

alcohol oxidation. In particular, AuNi bimetallic catalysts have shown increased methanol 

oxidation versus gold alone.39 As a single metal, research on gold has shown that a small amount 

of methanol oxidation occurs through adsorbed –OH on the surface of the gold.4 To enhance the 

catalytic oxidation of methanol, Ni has been incorporated due to its ability to form NiOOH 

during methanol oxidation which facilitates to oxidize adsorbed CO to yield CO2. CO is the 

cause of Au surface poisoning during the electrooxidation of methanol which severely limits the 

process. Therefore, AuNi species can  have improved catalytic efficiency based on a bifunctional 

mechanism.39 The mechanism suggests that the inclusion of Ni and Au will reduce surface 

poisoning while providing higher surface areas using the three-dimensional surface of the 

polymer to improve methanol oxidation.   

1.5 Organization of Thesis 

 The current research utilized electrochemical methods to control the uptake, dispersion, 

and reduction of the NiCl4
2- to form PANI/Ni composites. The deposition of NiCl4

2- is 

demonstrated and the PANI/Ni composites are evaluated using Scanning Electron Microscopy 

(SEM) and Energy Dispersive X-ray Spectroscopy (EDS). Furthermore, the electrochemical 

properties of Ni in the polymer are examined using specific electrochemical reactions. The 

oxidation/reduction of Ni oxide and methanol oxidation in alkaline solutions are utilized to probe 

the metallic species in the PANI/Ni composites. Furthermore, all electrochemical experiments 

are conducted in alkaline solutions to ensure that the conductivity of the PANI/Ni composite is 

not reliant on acid doping of the polymer.  

The electrochemical sequential deposition of AuCl4
- and NiCl4

2- is utilized for the 

formation of PANI/Au/Ni composites. The PANI/Au/Ni composites are also evaluated using 
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Scanning Electron Microscopy (SEM) and Energy Dispersive X-ray Spectroscopy (EDS). 

Furthermore, methanol oxidation in alkaline solutions is demonstrated.  

 Chapter 2 will consist of a summary of chemicals and solutions utilized to complete this 

research. A summary of the synthesis of each of the transition metal precursors will also be 

provided in Chapter 2 along with the explanation of each of the instruments utilized to analyze 

the Ni precursor, specifically. The electrochemical methods and parameters for the growth of 

PANI, deposition of Ni in PANI, formation of PANI/Au/Ni composites, and the electrochemical 

analytic oxidation of methanol using the PANI composites will be discussed as well in this 

chapter. Chapter 3 and Chapter 4 will provide an overview for the results and discussions relative 

to PANI/Ni and PANI/Au/Ni composites. Finally, Chapter 5 will provide an overall summary of 

the research in this thesis and possible future research.  
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Chapter 2. Experimental Methods 

 This chapter provides a summary of the synthesis of three transition metal precursors, 

[(CH3)2NH2]2·TiCl6, [(CH3)2NH2]2·GaCl4, and [(CH3)2NH2]2·NiCl4, and it includes chemicals 

and solutions utilized for these stoichiometric reactions. In addition, an overview is provided for 

each instrument utilized for the characterization of these metal precursors as well as those used 

for the formation and characterization of the PANI/metallic composites. More detailed 

information and parameters will be given in the following chapters where they are applicable. 

2.1 Synthesis of Metal Precursors 

2.1.1 Chemicals and Solutions 

 All solvents and compounds were purchased from VWR International and utilized 

without further purification for the synthesis of the metal precursors. Dimethylamine 

hydrochloride, (CH3)2NH·HCl, was obtained from Acros Organics (99%). This was the cation 

utilized for the synthesis of the metal precursors. The titanium precursor was synthesized using 

titanium (IV) chloride, TiCl4, supplied by Strem Chemicals Inc. (99.8%). Nickel (II) chloride 

anhydrous, NiCl2, was supplied by Alfa Aesar (99%) and was utilized for the synthesis of the 

nickel precursor. The gallium precursor was made using gallium (III) chloride, anhydrous, 

GaCl3, which was provided by Strem Chemicals Inc. (99.999%-Ga). Chloroform, CHCl3, 

supplied by VWR (99.8%) was the solvent exploited during the synthesis of the three metal 

precursors. All synthesis reactions were conducted in a polyethylene glove bag purchased 

through VWR. The bag was subjected to a positive pressure of ultra-high purity dried nitrogen 

supplied by Air Gas (99.9999%). 
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2.1.2 Bis(dimethylammonium) Hexachlorotitanate, [(CH3)2NH2]2·TiCl6 

 The synthesis of bis(dimethylammonium) hexachlorotitanate was carried out using the 

following reaction: 

 

2[(CH3)2NH2Cl] + TiCl4 → [(CH3)2NH2]2·TiCl6   (Equation 1) 

 

The procedure for the synthesis of the Ti precursor was taken from previously published research 

in 2002 by Rannabauer et al.40 Originally, (CH3SiNH)2SiClNCH2 was reacted with TiCl4 to form 

the by-product [(CH3)2NH2]2·TiCl6. However, it was concluded that reacting dimethylamine 

hydrochloride with TiCl4 at room temperature in CHCl3 produced a higher yield of the required 

product.40 Therefore, the synthesis was carried out using the following method. 1 gram of 

[(CH3)2NH2]2·TiCl6 was originally produced to ensure the procedure would work efficiently. 

Following this, the amount of TiCl4 and dimethylamine hydrochloride was calculated to produce 

5 grams of product. To make 5 grams of product, 2.312 grams of dimethylamine hydrochloride 

was weighed out in a vial inside the nitrogen filled bag. In a separate dram vial, 2.688 grams of 

TiCl4 was weighed out. A volume of 12 mL of chloroform, pre-dried with molecular sieves, was 

measured out and added to the dimethylamine hydrochloride. The same amount of chloroform 

was then added to the vial containing TiCl4. The two were shaken to dissolve the solid and mix 

the solution. Using a disposable glass pipette, the TiCl4 solution was slowly added drop-wise to 

the dimethyl amine solution, while constantly swirling the dimethyl amine. Cloudy yellow 

compound started to form. Once all was added, the mixture was placed on the stir plate. The 

mixture was stirred for 12 hours on a smaller stir plate inside the nitrogen filled bag. Paper 

towels were placed between the flask and stir plate to ensure heating did not occur. The stir plate 
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was set to low. After the 12 hours of stirring, the mixture was covered with parafilm and left to 

sit for a day without stirring. After 24 hours, a vacuum filtration apparatus was put inside the 

nitrogen bag. A pre-weighed filter was added to the filtration apparatus. Chloroform was used to 

wet the filter. The compound (not fully solid) was filtered and the flask was rinsed sparingly with 

chloroform. Once the compound looked dry, the filter paper was placed on a watch glass, 

removed from nitrogen bag, and quickly placed in the desiccator to further dry. Once dried, the 

filter paper was weighed, and the percent recovery of product was 70%. Loss of product 

occurred during the filtration process. The final product is shown in Figure 4. 

 

         

Figure 4. Titanium precursor, [(CH3)2NH2]2·TiCl6, after being dried in a desiccator. 

 

 

2.1.3 Bis(dimethylammonium) Tetrachloronickelate, [(CH3)2NH2]2·NiCl4 

The same procedure utilized to synthesize the bis(dimethylammonium) 

hexachlorotitanate was followed for the synthesis of bis(dimethylammonium) 

tetrachloronickelate. The synthesis of the nickel precursor, bis(dimethylammonium) 

tetrachloronickelate, was carried out using the following reaction: 

 

2[(CH3)2NH2Cl] + NiCl2 → [(CH3)
2
NH2]

2
∙NiCl4   (Equation 2) 
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In a dry nitrogen filled bag, 2.214 grams of anhydrous NiCl2 and 2.786 grams of (CH3)2NH2Cl 

were weighed and independently dissolved in 20 mL of chloroform using separate reaction 

vessels to synthesize 5 grams of the nickel precursor. The NiCl2 solution was then added 

dropwise to the dimethylamine hydrochloride solution. The mixture was then stirred for ~12 

hours until a precipitate formed. The resulting product was vacuum filtered, washed with dry 

chloroform, and dried before being stored in a desiccator. The calculated yield was 90% and was 

used without further purification. Figure 5 shows the final Ni precursor product after it was fully 

dried in comparison to the starting compound, NiCl2. 

 

 

 

Figure 5. The starting NiCl2 material (left) versus the synthesized Ni precursor (right). 
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2.1.4 Bis(dimethylammonium) Tetrachlorogallinate, [(CH3)2NH2]·GaCl4 

 The same synthesis procedure utilized to make the titanium and nickel precursors was 

followed for the synthesis of 20 grams of bis(dimethylammonium) tetrachlorogallinate. The 

following stoichiometric reaction was used to carry out the calculations for the synthesis: 

 

(CH3)2NH2Cl + GaCl3 → (CH3)2NH2·GaCl4    (Equation 3) 

 

The synthesis was completed in a dry nitrogen environment. To synthesize 20 grams of the 

gallium precursor, 11.6 grams GaCl3 was weighed out along with 10.74 grams of (CH3)2NH2Cl 

in two separate vessels. 150 mL of chloroform was added to the GaCl3 in a volumetric flask to 

dissolve the solid. The same amount was then added to the vessel containing the (CH3)2NH2Cl. 

The flask containing the dimethylamine chloride was clamped to a ring stand and placed above a 

stir plate, and a stir rod was added. The solution was vigorously stirred. The gallium chloride in 

chloroform was then slowly added to the dimethylamine solution. While the gallium was being 

added, a cloud of smoke formed in the flask. This was excess chlorine gas evacuating from the 

solution. The solution was then stirred for 24 hours. After the 24 hours, the compound inside the 

flask appeared to be a bright white powdery substance. The original GaCl3 was more of a 

translucent, clear, crystalline solid. The flask was removed from the stir plate. Using a metal 

spatula, the solid product was scraped from the sides of the flask and more chloroform was 

added to rinse the mixture. Using vacuum filtration, the compound was dried and rinsed with 

chloroform. Following vacuum filtration, the compound was still slightly wet so was placed in a 

ceramic dish to fully dry out in a desiccator. The final dried product was a white powder, which 

can be seen in Figure 6. 
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Figure 6. The synthesized gallium precursor, [(CH3)2NH2]·GaCl4. 

 

2.2 Instrumental Analysis 

2.2.1 Fourier-Transform Infrared Spectroscopy (FT-IR) 

Fourier-Transform Infrared Spectroscopy (FT-IR) can be used for the identification or 

confirmation of production materials and can assist in allowing fine distinction between like 

materials. The infrared spectrum of a compound can reveal absorption bands of specific 

functional groups relative to the entire compound and any interactions between surrounding 

molecules within the compound. A FT-IR equipped with a photoacoustic detector are useful for 

moisture sensitive samples and solid samples that are not easily ground into a fine, even powder. 

FT-IR spectroscopy uses infrared radiation at an acoustical frequency when utilizing a 

photoacoustic detector. This radiation is absorbed by a sample, converting the radiant energy to 

heat. The heat causes the surrounding helium gas to expand and contract at that frequency and 

acoustical waves are generated and detected. The resulting signal is an interferogram, which is 

Fourier transformed to produce a single-beam spectrum as a function of frequency (Equation 

4).41  
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P(ν̅)= ∫ P(x)

+∞

-∞
 cos (2πxν̅ ) dx    (Equation 4)                                            

  

Where:  

P(ν̅)= intensity of source at frequency ν̅  

P(x)= intensity of the total beam at the detector 

   ν̅ = frequency (cm-1) 

   x = mirror displacement (cm) 

 

For this research, FT-IR is utilized to determine differences between the starting 

materials of the Ni precursor and the final product. FT-IR measurements were achieved using a 

Digilab FT-IR FTS-7000 spectrometer with a MTEC model 300 photoacoustic detector. The 

photoacoustic response was obtained using 64 scans that were averaged to produce a single 

spectrum with a final resolution of 2 cm-1. The spectral range analyzed was from 400 to 4000 cm-

1, the mid-infrared region. The far-infrared region below 400 cm-1 is typically used to study 

organometallic complexes, specifically the metal ions of these complexes.  However, this 

specific FT-IR spectrometer is only capable of analyses above 400 cm-1 because it is not 

equipped with the detector, optical system, or source of radiation required for far-infrared 

analyses. Prior to analysis all samples were thoroughly purged with helium which acted as the 

signal transducer.  

2.2.2 UV/Vis Spectroscopy Analysis 

 UV/Vis spectroscopy is often used for the identification of various compounds based on 

their absorption versus wavelength in the ultra-violet/visible region of the electromagnetic 

spectrum. UV/Vis spectrophotometers use a beam of radiation that passes photons through 

molecules in a solution. Some of the photons are absorbed when they collide with molecules, 
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which raises the molecules to an excited state. The molecules of various compounds only absorb 

photons of energy in specific regions of the spectrum. The absorption spectrum that is displayed 

for absorption versus wavelength serves as a foundation for identification of various compounds. 

The absorbance in relation to the concentration of the compound is defined by the Beer-Lambert 

Law (Equation 5) and is a linear relationship.  

 

A= - log(T) = εbc     (Equation 5)    

                                                   

Where: 

 A= Absorbance 

 T= Transmittance 

 ε= molar absorptivity (liter/mol/cm) 

 b= path length (cm) 

 c= concentration (mol/L) 

 

UV/Vis spectroscopy measurements were performed using an Agilent Technologies Cary 

100 UV-Vis. Data was collected between the wavelength range of 200 nm and 800 nm at 1 nm 

intervals. The scan rate was 600 nm/min. Samples were run in replicates of three and the spectra 

were averaged. The spectra of [(CH3)2NH2]2·NiCl4 and NiCl2 were overlaid to analyze the 

differences in absorption. 

2.2.3 Powder X-Ray Diffraction (XRD) Analyses 

Powder X-ray diffraction, or powder XRD can be used to identify the structure of solid 

powder compounds or crystalline phases in a material. Powder XRD works by emitting an X-ray 
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on a powder or crystalline substance. The X-ray is then scattered in all directions. The diffraction 

pattern from the X-ray beams can be described by Bragg’s law (Equation 6).41 

 

2d(sinθ)= nλ     (Equation 6) 

 

 Where: 

  d = lattice interplanar spacing of the crystal 

  θ = x-ray incidence angle (Bragg angle) 

  λ = wavelength of the characteristic X-rays 

  n = integer 

A diffraction pattern of an unknown substance can be compared to diffraction patterns of known 

substances. If the unknown substance is made up of differing compounds, then each component 

must be identified separately. The only downside to this is if there is not a known substance in a 

database that can be matched with the unknown compound, which can make it difficult to 

determine the crystalline phase and structure.  

Powder X-ray diffraction (XRD) analyses were accomplished using Bruker D8 

ADVANCE Vario Powder X-ray Diffractometer with a primary monochromator and fast silicon 

strip detector. [(CH3)2NH2]2·NiCl4 was finely ground using a mortar and pestle and evenly 

placed in a flat sample holder. The sample was run for two hours, and the angle was scanned 

from 10 degrees to 90 degrees. The wavelength used was 1.54 Å (Cu Kα). DIFFRAC.EVA 

program was utilized for phase identification along with the ICDD PDF2 database. TOPAS 

software was exploited for indexing the compound for structure determination and Rietveld 

structure refinement. The Inorganic Crystal Structure Database (ICSD) was then used to obtain 
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the diffraction pattern for anhydrous NiCl2. This was plotted against the diffraction pattern of 

[(CH3)2NH2]2·NiCl4 for comparison. 

2.2.4. Electrochemical Apparatus and Conditions 

Potentiometry measures the electrode potential resulting from the concentration or 

activity of an active ion. The potential is measured relative to a reference electrode. Utilizing 

various potential step methods and voltammetric methods can help in the determination of the 

composition of several analytes and can help to control oxidation states that affect a substance’s 

reactivity.41  

This research included voltammetric methods such as linear potential sweep voltammetry 

and cyclic voltammetry. A CH Instruments 660C potentiostat/galvanostat with included software 

was used for all electrochemical experiments along with a three-electrode, one-compartment cell. 

The reference electrode was an Ag/AgCl electrode, with 3 M KCl filling solution. The counter 

electrode was a platinum sheet with immersed surface area ~2 times greater than the working 

electrode. The working electrode used was a grafoil sheet electrode (Graftech, Grafoil flexible 

Graphite GTA) with electrochemical area = 1.2 cm2.  A Ni disc electrode (3 mm diameter, area = 

7.07 x 10-2 cm2) was used as an electrochemical standard for comparison to the PANI/Ni 

composite. A scan rate of 10 mV/s was used for all experiments. All experiments were carried 

out in ambient room temperature.  

2.2.5 Scanning Electron Microscopy (SEM)/Energy Dispersive Spectroscopy (EDS) 

A scanning electron microscope (SEM) allows for the nondestructive elemental analysis 

of a solid sample. An SEM uses an electron gun to direct a beam of electrons at a sample. The 

electron bombardment then excites X-rays in the sample.41 The microscope allows for the 

continuous observation of the sample. The beam of electrons only penetrates a very small area, 
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which makes it ideal for thin layer samples. Energy dispersive spectroscopy or energy dispersive 

X-ray analysis is often used in conjunction with SEM. Energy dispersive detectors can 

differentiate between various elements and their X-ray lines, and their intensities can are relative 

to the elemental concentrations.41 

SEM images were obtained using JEOL JSM-5610 Scanning Electron Microscope 

equipped with a secondary electron (SEI) detector and Backscattered electron detector (BEI) and 

an Oxford ISIS EDS system with a low noise Integrated Transistor Reset Preamplifier (I-TRP), 

capable of qualitative, pseudo-quantitative analyses, and x-ray mapping. The composites were 

attached to the sample holder with carbon tape and measurements were performed at 20 kV with 

a working distance of 26 mm. A JEOL JSM-6700F Field Emission Scanning Electron 

Microscope (FESEM) equipped with a secondary electron detector (SEI) was also utilized for 

analyzing the composites. The magnification range is x500 to x430,000 with a resolution of 10 

nm. The imaging conditions were 8 kV with a working distance of 7.6 mm and magnification of 

x20,000.  The composites were also analyzed by energy dispersive X-ray (EDX/EDS). 
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Chapter 3. Characterization and Electrochemical Analysis of PANI/Ni Composites 

3.1 Introduction 

This chapter summarizes the characterization of the synthesized Ni precursors. FT-IR 

spectroscopy, UV/Vis spectroscopy, and powder XRD are utilized to characterize the Ni 

precursors. FT-IR spectroscopy allows for the comparison of various functional groups that 

make up the Ni precursors and those of the starting components. UV/Vis spectroscopy assists in 

further verifying the structure of the Ni precursors in comparison to the starting component 

NiCl2. Powder XRD provides a diffraction pattern of the Ni precursor that can be used in 

comparison to NiCl2 to further differentiate the Ni precursor from its starting components. 

Following characterization, Ni on grafoil and PANI/Ni composites are formed electrochemically 

by linear scan voltammetry. Both the Grafoil/Ni and PANI/Ni composites are verified using 

SEM/EDS analyses. Finally, the oxidant properties and catalytic activity of the composites are 

analyzed in KOH and 1 M CH3OH/KOH, respectively, using cyclic voltammetry.  

3.2 Characterization of Ni Precursors 

3.2.1 FTIR Spectroscopy of Ni Precursors 

 The photoacoustic FTIR spectra in the region encompassing 500 and 4000 cm-1 was 

obtained for the reactants (NiCl2 and (CH3)2NH2Cl)) and the Ni precursor product 

([(CH3)2NH2]2·NiCl4), Figure 7. The vibration bands that are associated with each absorption 

frequency from the FTIR spectra are listed and compared to a similar compound containing an 

ethylenediammonium cation and NiCl4
2- anion (Table 1).42 The NiCl2 starting material is 

provided in Figure 7a. The spectrum for NiCl2 contains absorbance bands located at 3400–3500 

cm-1 and 1605 cm-1, which are consistent with contamination from water and formation of either 

NiO or Ni(OH)2.
43-44  



23 

 

 

Figure 7. FTIR photoacoustic response of the starting components (a) NiCl2 and 

(b)(CH3)2NH2Cl, and of the synthesized (c) Ni Precursor, [(CH3)2NH2]2·NiCl4. 

 

 

Table 1. Far-Infrared Absorption Frequencies (cm-1) obtained for the starting compounds and for 

the Ni precursor. 
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The NiCl2 does not traditionally have absorbance bands at these energies. In contrast, there are 

several absorption bands that are similar for (CH3)2NH2Cl and the Ni precursor, Figure 7b and 

7c. These bands are characteristic of the C—H (bonded) stretch of the methyl groups, N—H 

stretch of the amine groups, —CH3 rotations, and the C—N stretch of the starting component 

and the cation of the Ni precursor. 

For the Ni precursor, the band at 2461 cm-1 and at 2793 cm-1 for the C—H (bonded) 

stretch appears much broader and more intense than the band for (CH3)2NH2Cl, Figure 7b and 

7c. There are no publications that provide IR frequencies for this specific Ni anion complex. 

However, articles have been published for other halide salt complexes that show this band is 

consistent with C—H- - -Cl hydrogen bonding from the NiCl4
2- anion to the hydrogen of the 

methyl group in the ((CH3)2NH2)
2+ cation.45-46 A sharp singlet peak is observed for the Ni 

precursor at 2374 cm-1 with an additional band at 2793 cm-1, These bands have been previously 

identified for similar halide salt complexes due to C—H (free) stretching vibrations that come 

from the hydrogen of the methyl group that are not involved in hydrogen bonding with the anion 

of the precursor.46-47 This leads to the speculation that the geometry of the anion about a methyl 

group of the alkylammonium cation is tetragonal. Slight shifting and increases in absorption for 

N—H stretching region, the C—N stretching region and the —CH3 bends observed for the Ni 

precursor in comparison to (CH3)2NH2Cl are due to the interaction of the anion and cation of the 

metal precursor.45-52 The –NH deformation at 1011 cm-1 and 1574 cm-1 are very comparable to 

previously published data for NiCl4
2- with an ethylene diammonium cation, which reported –NH 

deformation at 1013 cm-1 and 1574 cm-1.42 The band for [(CH3)2NH2]2·NiCl4 at 820 cm-1 is 

associated with –CH deformation. In comparison to the similar compound 

[NH3CH2CH2NH3]·NiCl4, –CH deformation was recorded at 784 cm-1 and was claimed to be 
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from the trans-cation conformation to the metal halide anion, but the actual wavelength can vary 

based on the interacting cation.42, 53-54 The Ni precursor shows photoacoustic responses similar to 

the (CH3)2NH2Cl reactant and to other alkylammonium tetrachloronickelate complexes, but 

because no literature can be found for this specific Ni precursor, further analysis is required to 

confirm the structural aspects of this compound.  

3.2.2 UV/Vis Spectroscopy of Ni Precursors 

 Initially, two aqueous solutions containing 50 mM of NiCl2 and dimethylamine 

tetrachloronickelate [(CH3)2NH2]2·NiCl4 (nickel precursor) were prepared and analyzed to 

determine if there were significant differences in the spectroscopic properties. The corresponding 

spectra for each species are presented in Figure 8.  

 

 

Figure 8. UV/Vis absorbance spectrum for 50 mM NiCl4
2– (solid line) and 50 mM NiCl2 (dashed 

line) in H2O. 
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The spectra for NiCl2 (dashed line) and the nickel precursor (solid line) are very similar with 

absorption bands at λmax = 656 nm and 723 nm. The data suggests that there is little difference 

between the starting material and the product. However, previous studies have shown that both 

nickel chloride complexes can interact with water, a protic solvent, to form aquo-complexes with 

similar absorbance bands in the spectral region between 550 to 800 nm.55-56 In contrast, ionic 

liquid, an aprotic solvent, has little to no water content and can be further dried with molecular 

sieves.57 Therefore, ionic liquid was utilized to obtain more useful information about the spectral 

characteristics of NiCl2 and the Ni precursor. For comparison, 50 mM solutions of both the 

nickel dichloride and the nickel precursor were prepared in ionic liquid N,N,N–trimethyl–N–

butylammonium bis(trifluoromethanesulfonyl)imide (IL). The goal was to eliminate any 

conversion of the chloride complexes in water, which would resolve any spectral differences 

between the two materials.55, 58 The UV/Vis spectra for the two species dissolved in IL are 

provided in Figure 9.  

 

 

Figure 9. UV/Vis absorbance spectra for 50 mM NiCl4
2– (solid line) and 50mM NiCl2 (dashed 

line) in ionic liquid. 
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The response for nickel dichloride (dashed line) does not have absorbance bands in the spectral 

region between 500 – 800 nm that were observed in aqueous solution. In contrast, the nickel 

precursor (solid line) has multiple absorbance bands at λmax = 655 nm and 703 nm. These bands 

have been previously assigned to the tetrahedral NiCl4
2- complex anion, which are due to 

transitions from the 3T1(F) state to the 3T1(P) state.55-61 Therefore, the spectral data is consistent 

with the formation of the nickel precursor NiCl4
2-. 

3.2.3 Powder X-Ray Diffraction of Ni Precursors 

 FTIR spectroscopy and UV/Vis spectroscopy provided useful information about the 

relative composition of the Ni precursors. However, these spectroscopic methods did not provide 

any information about the crystal structure and unit cell dimensions. Therefore, the Ni precursors 

were analyzed by powder XRD to gain further insight into the structure of the synthesized 

precursors (Figure 10). 

 

  

Figure 10. Powder XRD of Ni Precursor, [(CH3)2NH]2·NiCl4, in comparison to powder XRD of 

the starting Ni component, NiCl2. 
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Powder XRD rather than single crystal XRD was utilized because no single crystals of 

[(CH3)2NH2]2·NiCl4 could be formed. Previously, powder XRD analyses on tetrahedral nickel 

complexes with disassociated cation have been determined to have a unit cell of D4h
7.46 

Similarities between the NiCl2 starting material and the Ni precursor occur around 2θ = 36, 39, 

52, and 53 degrees. Several different peaks are visible for the Ni precursor, which show that the 

crystal structure is very different from the NiCl2 starting material. This further indicates that the 

Ni precursor was synthesized correctly. 

3.3 Electrochemical Synthesis of Ni Composites 

3.3.1 Ni Electrochemistry on Grafoil 

 The deposition of Ni using NiCl4
2- was evaluated using an aqueous solution containing 

50 mM [(CH3)2NH2]2·NiCl4. Linear Scan Voltammetry (LSV) data for a grafoil electrode 

immersed in the solution containing the nickel precursor is provided in Figure 11. The figure 

shows five successive reduction scans for the grafoil electrode in the 50 mM NiCl4
2- solution. 

The electrochemical reduction of the Ni precursor was initiated by holding the grafoil electrode 

at 1 V. The cathodic scan was initiated after two minutes and terminated at -0.2 V. The reduction 

of NiCl4
2- is not resolved for the first voltammetric scan. However, two voltammetric waves are 

resolved for the second reduction cycle, which appear at ~ 0.7 V and ~0.45 V. In addition, the 

two voltammetric waves continue to increase with each successive voltammetric scan. The 

increase in current as a function of reduction cycles is consistent with increasing Ni content at 

grafoil.   

The two reduction waves observed in the voltammetry are not easily assigned because 

there is a lack of data regarding the electrochemical reduction of NiCl4
2-. In addition, the 

formation of Ni oxide is possible at 0.8 V in the Ni precursor solution. Therefore, the 
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voltammetric waves are likely consistent with the reduction of the Ni precursor and possible 

formation of Ni oxide. Further studies are required to determine the exact mechanism for Ni 

deposition at the grafoil electrode using the Ni precursor.    

 

 

Figure 11. Sweep-step function voltammetric response of (a) first step scan of 50 mM NiCl4
2- 

deposited on grafoil, (b) second step scan of 50 mM NiCl4
2- deposited on grafoil (c) third step 

scan of 50 mM NiCl4
2- deposited on grafoil, (d) fourth step scan of 50 mM NiCl4

2- deposited on 

grafoil, (e) fifth step scan of 50 mM NiCl4
2- deposited on grafoil. The scan rate is 10 mV/s. 

 

3.3.2 SEM/EDX Ni on Grafoil 

SEM analysis was used to evaluate the morphology of deposits on grafoil using the Ni 

precursor. The SEM images of grafoil before Ni deposition and after five sweep-step depositions 

of 50 mM NiCl4
2- are shown in the Figure 12a and 12b, respectively. The Ni deposits uniformly 

cover the grafoil surface with additional smaller islands on the surface. The size of the Ni 

deposits on the surface is approximately 5 mm with additional deposits that are smaller. 

Cracking was also visible for the Ni deposits, which is consistent with the deposition of thick Ni 

oxide.62 EDX analyses identified Ni at 0.8 KeV, 7.5 KeV, and 8.3 KeV. Oxygen peaks were 
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visible at 0.5 KeV and Cl appeared at 2.6 KeV. The response from oxygen is consistent with the 

formation of nickel oxide when exposed to atmosphere. The Ni deposits were not excessively 

washed to ensure the NiO film was not destroyed. Therefore, there is residual Cl observed, which 

is attributed to excess chloride ion from the reduction of the Ni precursor. In addition, there is a 

strong carbon signal observed, which is consistent with the grafoil electrode. The data implies 

that the Ni deposits are porous and the grafoil electrode is not fully covered. The SEM data 

confirm that the electrochemical reduction of Ni precursor resulted in the deposition of NiO onto 

the grafoil.  

 

 

  
 

Figure 12. SEM image and EDX data of (a) grafoil (x600, 20kV) and (b) 5 sweep step 

depositions of 50 mM NiCl4
2– on grafoil (x450, 20kV). 
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3.3.3 Grafoil/Ni Electrochemistry in KOH 

After each successive deposition of the Ni precursor, the grafoil electrode was examined 

electrochemically in 1 M KOH (pH 14.0). For comparison, the cyclic voltammetric responses for 

a Ni disc electrode immersed in 1 M KOH is presented in Figure 13a. The cathodic scan for the 

Ni electrode shows a reduction peak at 0.35 V. The reverse anodic scan has an oxidation peak at 

0.50 V. There are no other oxidation/reduction processes that are resolved for the Ni disc 

electrode. The redox couple observed in the cyclic voltammetry has been previously attributed to 

the following chemical reaction:63-66  

 

NiOOH  +  H2O  +  e-  ⇌   Ni(OH)
2
  +  OH

-
   (Equation 7) 

 

 The oxidation of Ni has been previously observed between 0.45 V and 0.55 V in basic 

solutions. However, the reduction peak usually occurs between 0.54 V and 0.37 mV, which is 

consistent with the data provided in Figure 13.63, 66 The cyclic voltammetric response of a grafoil 

electrode in 1M KOH prior to Ni precursor reduction is provided in Figure 13b. There is no 

visible oxidation/reduction for grafoil in the potential range observed for the Ni electrode. 

Finally, the cyclic voltammetric response for grafoil after the first and fifth reduction of Ni 

precursor is provided in Figure 13c. The cathodic scan for the first sweep-step deposition of Ni 

precursor (dotted line) shows a reduction peak at 0.25 V. The reverse anodic scan has an 

oxidation peak at ~0.37 V. After five sweep-step depositions of Ni precursor (solid line), the 

cathodic scan shows a reduction peak at 0.30 V, and the reverse anodic scan shows an oxidation 

peak at 0.40 V. The increase in current and steady shift of the redox couple to more positive 

potentials with each successive deposition of Ni precursor is consistent with increasing Ni oxide 

film at grafoil.64 A second oxidation peak for the first deposition and fifth deposition of Ni 
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precursor is visible at -0.50 V and 0 V, respectively. Although the oxidation peak is visible in 

previous studies, there has been no clear explanation of the nickel species that give rise to the 

voltammetric wave.63-67 Water oxidation is also visible when the applied potential exceeds 0.70 

V for both the first sweep-step and fifth sweep-step deposition of Ni precursor. The voltammetry 

is consistent with NiO surface, which exhibits high stability and performance for water 

oxidation.68 In addition, previous research has shown that amorphous NiOOH can contribute to 

water oxidation.68-71  

 

 

Figure 13. Steady-state cyclic voltammetric response of (a) Ni disc electrode (3mm), (b) 

response of Grafoil electrode (c) response of Grafoil/1 Ni and Grafoil/5 Ni after the 10th 

voltammetric scan in solution containing 1 M KOH. The largest oxidation/reduction peaks come 

from the 5 sweep steps of 50 mM NiCl4
2–  on Grafoil. The smallest oxidation/ reduction peaks 

come from the 1 sweep step of 50 mM NiCl4
2– on Grafoil.  The scan rate is 10mV/s. 
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3.3.4 Grafoil/Ni Electrochemistry in CH3OH/KOH 

 The catalytic activity of the grafoil/Ni deposit electrode was analyzed in a solution 

containing 1 M CH3OH/KOH. For comparison, the cyclic voltammetric responses for a Ni disc 

electrode immersed in 1 M CH3OH/KOH is presented in Figure 14a.  The forward (anodic) and 

reverse (cathodic) scans have an oxidation peak at 0.60 V. The oxidation peaks for the forward 

and reverse scans coincides with the oxidation of methanol.72 Similarly, the reverse (cathodic) 

potential sweep shows the anodic peak at 0.60 V for the oxidation of methanol and a small 

cathodic peak around 0.350 V. The cathodic peak has been assigned previously to  the reduction 

of nickel oxyhydroxide to form surface adsorbed hydroxyl groups.72 Hysteresis is also visible 

around 0.375 V, which is consistent with previous results.72-73 For comparison, the voltammetric 

response of grafoil in 1 M CH3OH/KOH prior to nickel deposition is shown in Figure 14b. 

There is no visible oxidation/reduction for grafoil in 1 M CH3OH/KOH. The cyclic voltammetric 

response for a grafoil electrode after the first, third, and fifth reduction of Ni precursor is 

provided in Figures 14c, d, and e. The voltammetry is consistent for all three samples, which 

show the oxidation of methanol on the forward and reverse scans at ~0.65 V. The oxidation of 

methanol by the Ni precursor on grafoil is much greater than the oxidation of methanol by the Ni 

disc electrode in Figure 14a. A large change in current is visible from the first reduction sweep 

of Ni precursor to the fifth reduction sweep for the oxidation of methanol. This indicates that the 

oxidation of methanol increases as more Ni precursor is deposited. From the third reduction 

sweep to the fifth reduction sweep of Ni precursor, the change in current is much smaller, but the 

current for the oxidation of methanol is higher for the fifth deposition of Ni precursor. The 

smaller change in current could be due to the deposition of the Ni on Ni. Increased aggregation 

of Ni decreases the effective surface area of the electrode for catalysis.74  
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 For the first, third, and fifth depositions of Ni precursor, water oxidation is also 

increasingly visible above 0.750 V, which is consistent with the NiO electrochemistry previously 

shown in Figure 13. As more Ni is deposited on the grafoil surface, the electrochemical behavior 

of water oxidation competes with the electro-oxidation of methanol, which is visible in Figures 

14d and 14e. This makes it difficult to determine the efficiency of the oxidation of methanol as 

the two processes overlap. 

Finally, for Figures 14c-e, the reverse cathodic scan shows the oxidation of methanol at 

the same potential as the forward anodic scan, with varying current intensities. Following this, a 

cathodic peak appears at 0.325 V. There is a small increase in current for this cathodic peak with 

increasing Ni deposition. Previous research has shown the reduction of NiOOH to occur at 

potentials greater than 0.306 V, which is consistent with the data provided.65, 72-73 The cyclic 

voltammetry suggests that the formation of Ni(OH)2 from the reduction of NiOOH occurs on the 

outermost thin surface layer rather than each of the deposited layers of Ni. The data confirms the 

deposition of NiO at grafoil and the oxidation of methanol on the oxidized surface of nickel. 
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Figure 14. Steady-state cyclic voltammetric response of (a) Ni disc electrode (3mm), (b) Grafoil 

electrode (c) Grafoil/1 Ni (d) Grafoil/3 Ni, and (e) Grafoil/5 Ni after the sixteenth voltammetric 

scan in solutions containing 1 M KOH and 1 M CH3OH. The scan rate is 10mV/s. 

 

3.4 Electrochemical Analysis of PANI/Ni Composites 

3.4.1 Electrochemical Synthesis of PANI  

 PANI films were electrochemically grown on grafoil electrodes in a solution containing 1 

M perchloric acid (HClO4) and 0.25 M aniline. A single grafoil/PANI electrode was used for 

each electrochemical experiment to ensure the electrochemically active surface area remained 

constant for each experiment. Cyclic voltammetry was utilized to grow PANI on the grafoil 

electrode. The grafoil was cycled in the solution for 20 segments from 0.9 V to -0.2 V at a scan 

rate of 0.01 V/s. The starting potential was 0.5 V and the initial scan direction was positive, 

which allows for the oxidation of aniline to form PANI. Subsequent scans create a three-

dimensional surface of polyaniline on grafoil. Figure 15 shows the growth of PANI on grafoil, 

where the dotted line represents the first scan and the solid line represents the twentieth scan. 

Under these specific parameters, the oxidation of the aniline monomer occurred at potentials 

above 0.75 V (Figure 15, A). During the oxidation of aniline, an uptake of anions occurred. As 
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the potential switched and went from positive potentials to more negative potentials, anions were 

expelled (Figure 15, A′). At Figure 15, B, proton uptake occurred followed by proton expulsion 

at B′. The increase in current is relative to the increase in thickness of the pristine PANI. 

 

  

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 15. Steady-state cyclic voltammetric response of PANI growth on grafoil (working 

area=1.2 cm2) after the first (dotted line) and twentieth (solid line) scan; scan rate is 10 mV/s. 

 

3.4.2 Ni Deposition in PANI 

 The grafoil/PANI electrode was immersed in 50 mM [(CH3)2NH2]2·NiCl4 aqueous 

solution, and Linear Scan Voltammetry (LSV) was utilized for the deposition of Ni, Figure 16. 

The first, third, and fifth successive linear cathodic scans are shown for the PANI electrode 

immersed in the Ni precursor solution. The parameters utilized for Ni deposition in PANI were 

consistent with those utilized for deposition on grafoil. For each scan, the reduction of the Ni 

precursor is visible with two cathodic peaks at approximately 0.4 V and at 0.10 V. Although the 

two voltammetric waves are unresolved, they are consistent with the previous deposition of Ni at 

grafoil. However, the voltammetry is shifted to more negative potentials for the reduction of Ni 

1.05 0.85 0.65 0.45 0.25 0.05 -0.15

C
u

rr
en

t/
A

E (vs Ag/AgCl)/V

5 mA

A 

A′ 

B 

B′ 



37 

 

in PANI. With each subsequent reduction of Ni, the current decreases until it reaches steady-state 

by the fifth deposition. The voltammetry implies that the deposition of Ni in PANI has been 

achieved. To further verify the deposition and specific deposition sites on the polymer, the 

PANI/Ni composite will be analyzed by proton dope analyses in 1 M HClO4. 

 

 

Figure 16. Sweep-step function voltammetric response of (a) first step scan of 50 mM NiCl4
2- 

deposited on PANI, (b) third step scan of 50 mM NiCl4
2- deposited on PANI, and (c) fifth step 

scan of 50 mM NiCl4
2- deposited on PANI. The scan rate is 10 mV/s. 

  

3.4.3 Proton Dope Analysis of PANI/Ni Composite 

 Proton doping of the polymer was performed following the growth on grafoil and after Ni 

reduction in the polymer. The proton doping experiment was run on the electrode to verify the 

deposition of Ni at the nitrogen sites of the polymer. To perform the proton dope, the electrode 

was cycled for ten full scans in 1 M HClO4 and the redox processes were analyzed. The cyclic 

voltammograms of each proton dope were plotted for comparison, Figure 17. The proton dope 

following PANI growth is given in Figure 17a. The oxidation/reduction peaks for the proton 

expulsion and uptake occur at 0.25 V and -0.1 V, respectively. The anion expulsion and uptake 
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occur at 0.76 V and 0.46 V, respectively. After five reduction steps of Ni in PANI, the peaks for 

the proton expulsion and uptake show very little change in potential, Figure 17b. However, for 

the peaks for the uptake and expulsion of anions, there is a noticeable shift to more negative 

potentials for the oxidation/reduction processes. The negative shift in potential occurs as Ni 

content in the polymer increases. This shift in potential is most likely due to a change in 

energetics associated with the oxidation of the polymer and anion uptake, which forces the 

anions to diffuse further in the polymer and require more energy for redox processes to occur at 

the nitrogen sites. Precursor deposits can interact directly with the polymer, which can then 

reduce anion interaction with positively charged nitrogen groups on the polymer. The shift in 

potential and the overall decrease in current combined with the reduction in charge associated 

with doping indicates that Ni deposition directly influences the oxidation/reduction of the 

nitrogen groups within the polymer. Therefore, Ni successfully reduced in the polymer to form 

PANI/Ni composites. SEM imaging and EDX analyses of the PANI/Ni composite are necessary 

to verify the reduction sites of Ni in PANI.  
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Figure 17. Comparison of proton dopes of (a) PANI growth, and (b) PANI/Ni after the tenth 

voltammetric scan in 1 M HClO4. The scan rate is 10 mV/s. 

 

  

3.4.4 Scanning Electron Microscopy (SEM/EDX) of PANI/Ni Composites 

 SEM images for the pristine polymer and PANI/Ni composites are presented in Figure 

18. The deposition and aggregation of Ni on grafoil is not expected when deposited in PANI. 

Specifically, the three-dimensional structure and the ability to control the oxidation state of the 

polymer are utilized to disperse the Ni precursor to minimize aggregation. Previous SEM 

analyses of Ni deposits on compact PANI films has shown an uneven distribution of Ni 

consistent with the grafoil samples in Figure 12.24 In contrast, the current voltammetric 

techniques utilized to grow PANI on grafoil and reduce the Ni precursor on PANI provided more 

control for the deposition of Ni and the formation of the PANI/Ni composite. For comparison, 
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the SEM image of PANI prior to Ni deposition is provided in Figure 18a with the SEM image of 

PANI/Ni composite after five deposition cycles of Ni precursor, Figure 18b. Both images are 

obtained using the same magnification, x20,000. The Ni deposits are observed on the PANI 

strands with some aggregation. However, the PANI/Ni composite shows a more even 

distribution of Ni particles along the polymer strands. The morphology of the Ni deposits 

contains some spherical species and longer aggregates that display sharper geometric 

morphologies. The Ni deposits in PANI were confirmed using EDX analyses. The data show 

responses from Cl for both the polymer and the PANI/Ni composite, which is consistent with 

trapped chloride species. The Ni deposits are visible for the PANI/Ni composite at 1.2 KeV, 7.5 

KeV, and 8.3 KeV. The response from the nickel for the PANI/Ni composite is much lower than 

the response that was seen for the Ni deposited on grafoil. However, not all Ni deposits reside at 

the surface. Rather the distribution of Ni occurs throughout the three-dimensional template of the 

polymer.63, 74 The even distribution of Ni deposits is visible with some aggregation as the Ni 

continues to nucleate and grow on the polymer. The data verifies that the NiCl4
2- precursor was 

effectively reduced into PANI. 
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Figure 18. SEM image and EDX data of (a) PANI (x20,000, 8.0kV) and (b) 5 sweep step 

depositions of 50 mM NiCl4
2– on PANI on grafoil (x20,000, 8.0kV). 

 

3.4.5 PANI/Ni Electrochemistry in KOH 

 The PANI/Ni electrode was cycled from 0.9 V to -0.2 V for 10 voltammetric scans in 1 

M KOH after each step deposition to analyze the amount of nickel deposited in the polymer. The 

voltammetry presented in Figure 19 has been normalized by dividing the geometric area of each 

electrode into the current. For comparison to the PANI/Ni responses, the voltammetric response 

of the Ni disc electrode is provided in Figure 19a. The Ni metal disc electrode has an oxidation 

peak at 0.475 V and a reduction peak at 0.35 V, which is consistent with the formation the 

NiOOH/Ni(OH)2 redox couple.73 The voltammetric response of PANI on grafoil in KOH without 

Ni is provided in Figure 19b. The voltammetry demonstrates that there are no observable 

oxidation/reduction processes for pristine PANI. Finally, the voltammetric response for PANI/Ni 

electrodes after one, three, and five deposition cycles using NiCl4
2- are presented in Figures 19c-

e. The voltammetry for the PANI/Ni composite shows no discernable oxidation/reduction of Ni 

after the first deposition of NiCl4
2-, Figure 19c. However, the oxidation/reduction of the Ni in 

PANI is resolved for the composite after three deposition cycles with redox peaks at 0.275 V and 

0.375 V, Figure 19d. Similarly, an increase in current associated with the oxidation/reduction of 
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Ni in PANI is observed for the composite after the fifth deposition cycle, Figure 19e. The data 

indicates that the Ni content in PANI can be increased incrementally through the controlled 

reduction of the Ni precursor. Additional studies are required to determine the point at which the 

electrochemical reduction of the Ni precursor does not result in appreciable gains in the Ni 

surface area in PANI. 

 

 

Figure 19. Steady-state cyclic voltammetric response of (a) Ni disc electrode (3mm), (b) 

response of PANI on grafoil (c) response of PANI/1 Ni, (d) response of PANI/3 Ni, and (e) 

response of PANI/5 Ni after the tenth voltammetric scan in solutions containing 1 M KOH; scan 

rate is 10mV/s. 

 

3.4.6 PANI/Ni Electrochemistry in CH3OH/KOH 

 The PANI/Ni electrode was cycled from 0.9 V to -0.2 V in a solution containing 1 M 

CH3OH and 1 M KOH, Figure 20. The voltammetric responses have been normalized based on 

the geometric area of the electrodes immersed in solution. The oxidation of methanol has been 

examined previously using NiO, and the following mechanism has been proposed for methanol 

oxidation at Ni.73, 75-76  
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NiO  +  OH
-
  →  NiOOH  +  e-   (Equation 8) 

 

NiOOH  +  CH3OH  →  Ni(OH)
2
 +  CH2OH   (Equation 9) 

 

Ni(OH)
2
  +  OH

-
  →  NiOOH  +  H2O  +  e-    (Equation 10) 

 

CH2OH  +  3 OH
-
  →  HCOOH  +  2 H2O  +  3 e

-
      (Equation 11) 

 

The overall reaction for the oxidation of methanol at the PANI/Ni electrode can be represented 

by the following chemical equation: 

 

NiO +  CH3OH  +  5 OH
-
  →  NiOOH  +  HCOOH  +  3 H2O  +  5 e- (Equation 12) 

 

The voltammetric response of a Ni disc electrode in 1 M KOH/1M CH3OH is provided for 

reference in Figure 20a. Oxidation of methanol is observed for both the cathodic and anodic 

scans at approximately 0.60 V. There is some hysteresis in the voltammetry indicative of 

differences in the potential onset and end of the oxidative processes. The Ni disc electrode has a 

current density of about 10 mA/cm2 for the oxidation of methanol. The voltammetric scan of 

pristine PANI on a grafoil electrode in 1 M CH3OH/KOH is also provided in Figure 20b. No 

oxidation of methanol is observed for the forward or reverse scan without Ni. Finally, the 

voltammetric scans for PANI/Ni electrode after one, three, and five deposition cycles in 1 M 

CH3OH/KOH are provided in Figures 20c-e. The voltammetric response for PANI/Ni after one 

reduction cycle of NiCl4
2- shows no obvious methanol oxidation, Figure 20c. In contrast, after 

the third reduction cycle of NiCl4
2- into PANI, the oxidation of methanol is visible for both the 

forward and reverse scans at approximately 0.65 V, Figure 20d. Similarly, the voltammetric 
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response of PANI/Ni after the fifth reduction cycle of NiCl4
2- into PANI follows the same pattern 

with increasing current density associated with increasing Ni content in PANI, Figure 20e. From 

the third reduction cycle to the fifth reduction cycle of NiCl4
2- in PANI, the current density for 

the oxidation of methanol increases twofold, going from 22.9 mA/cm2 (third reduction cycle) to 

45 mA/cm2 (fifth reduction cycle). Therefore, as more Ni is deposited in PANI, the catalytic 

oxidation of methanol increases. A small current response at 0.3 V is also observed after the third 

and fifth reduction cycles of NiCl4
2-, which is consistent with the reduction of NiOOH to 

Ni(OH)2. 

 

 

Figure 20. Steady-state cyclic voltammetric response of (a) response of Ni disc electrode (3mm), 

(b) PANI on grafoil electrode, (c) response of PANI/1 Ni, (d) response of PANI/3 Ni, and (e) 

response of PANI/5 Ni after the sixteen voltammetric scan in solutions containing 1 M KOH and 

1 M CH3OH; scan rate is 10mV/s. 
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The monometallic complex that forms between PANI/Ni composite shows consistent 

methanol oxidation in 1 M CH3OH/KOH. To analyze the long-term stability of PANI/Ni during 

methanol oxidation, the composite was cycled in the methanol/KOH solution for one hundred 

complete cycles. The methanol oxidation for the sixteenth cycle was then compared to the one 

hundredth cycle, Figure 21. From the 16th cycle to the 100th cycle, there is a decrease in current 

density of about 2 mA/cm2. The voltage at which the methanol oxidation occurs does not change 

over time, which shows the energy required for the reaction to occur remains the same. The 

slight decrease in current density is minimal, but may be due to slight adsorption of CO on the 

surface of Ni. 

 

 

Figure 21. Steady-state cyclic voltammetric response of PANI/5 Ni after the sixteenth (solid 

line) and one-hundredth (dashed line) voltammetric scan in solutions containing 1 M KOH and 1 

M CH3OH. The scan rate is 10mV/s. 
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3.4.7 PANI/NiCl2 Electrochemistry in KOH versus PANI/Ni Precursor  

 The difference in electrochemical response between the NiCl2 starting material and the Ni 

precursor (NiCl4
2-) was examined. Five deposition scans for the nickel chloride materials were 

deposited using two different pristine PANI coated grafoil electrodes. The electrodes were then 

cycled in 1 M KOH and the voltammogram is presented in Figure 22 and the responses have 

been normalized using the geometric area of each electrode. PANI/NiCl2 has an oxidation peak 

at 0.39 V and a reduction peak at 0.26 V, Figure 22a. The redox peaks confirm the successful 

deposition of NiCl2 in PANI. The current density is about 0.2 mA/cm2 for the redox peaks. As 

previously observed, PANI/Ni precursor electrode (NiCl4
2-) has shifted redox peaks at 0.42 V 

and 0.29 V, Figure 22b. The current density for the redox peaks is 1 mA/cm2. The current 

response for PANI/NiCl2 is one fifth of the response of the Ni precursor in PANI in 1 M KOH. 

The increased current density and shifted redox peaks further indicates that the Ni precursor was 

formed and has an increased electrochemical response versus the NiCl2 starting material.  

 Previous studies for the formation of PANI/Ni composites have focused on the uptake 

and reduction of Ni2+ with limited success. Therefore, oxidation of methanol using PANI/Ni 

composites have been limited due to the lack of anion metal precursor needed for the controlled 

uptake and reduction of the metal. 
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Figure 22. Steady-state, cyclic voltammetric response of (a) PANI/5 steps of 50 mM NiCl2 and 

(b) response of PANI/5 steps of 50 mM NiCl4
2- after the tenth voltammetric scan in solutions 

containing 1 M KOH. The scan rate is 10mV/s. 
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3.4.8 PANI/NiCl2 Electrochemistry versus PANI/NiCl4 in 1 M CH3OH/KOH 

 The oxidation of methanol was examined for PANI/NiCl2 and compared to PANI/Ni 

precursor to further verify the formation of the Ni precursor. The PANI/NiCl2 was cycled in 1 M 

CH3OH/KOH from -0.2 V to 0.9 V and the resulting data was overlaid with PANI/Ni precursor, 

Figure 23. PANI/NiCl2 electrode shows methanol oxidation for both the forward and reverse 

scans at about 0.58 V, Figure 23a. The oxidation response has a current density of about 1.5 

mA/cm2. In contrast, PANI/Ni precursor shows methanol oxidation at approximately 0.72 V for 

both the forward and reverse scans, Figure 23b. The current density as reported earlier for 

PANI/Ni precursor is about 45 mA/cm2 for methanol oxidation. The current density for the 

PANI/NiCl2 is about 3% of the current density of PANI/Ni precursor for methanol oxidation, 

with the geometric area incorporated. Therefore, two conclusions can be made. The first 

conclusion is that the Ni precursor, [(CH3)2NH2]2 NiCl4, is different from the starting material, 

which further verifies the successful synthesis of [(CH3)2NH2]2 NiCl4. The second conclusion is 

that cation deposition of nickel, when specifically using NiCl2, shows much less catalytic activity 

towards methanol oxidation in comparison to the anion deposition of nickel, when specifically 

utilizing NiCl4
2-. 
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Figure 23. Steady-state cyclic voltammetric response of (a) PANI/5 steps of 50 mM NiCl2 and 

(b) response of PANI/5 steps of 50 mM NiCl4
2- after the sixteenth voltammetric scan in solutions 

containing 1 M CH3OH/KOH. The scan rate is 10mV/s. 

  

 

3.5 Conclusions 

The synthesis of bis(dimethylammonium) tetrachloronickelate, [(CH3)
2
NH2]

2
∙NiCl4, is 

demonstrated by reacting dimethylamine hydrochloride with NiCl2 in the presence of 

chloroform. FTIR and UV/Vis analyses characterize and differentiate the starting material from 

the synthesized Ni precursor. The controlled electrochemical reduction of the Ni precursor is 

achieved and is utilized to vary Ni content on grafoil and in PANI. Proton dope analysis of Ni in 

PANI verifies the deposition of Ni at the nitrogen sites of the polymer. SEM images show that 

the morphologies of the reduced Ni precursor on grafoil and in PANI are similar. However, the 

PANI/Ni composite has a more even distribution of Ni particles along the polymer strands and 
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within the three-dimensional structure. The reduction technique utilized to deposit Ni on PANI 

provided a point of contact on the polymer for Ni precursor reduction so that an even distribution 

on the PANI strands was achieved. The oxidation/reduction of the Ni precursor on grafoil and in 

PANI is confirmed in 1 M KOH. A pair of redox peaks is visible between 0.2 V and 0.4 V for 

both Ni on grafoil and PANI/Ni composite, which is most likely due to the NiOOH/Ni(OH)2 

redox couple. With increasing Ni content, the current density for the redox couple increases 

tenfold from the first reduction scan to the fifth reduction scan of NiCl4
2- on grafoil and in PANI. 

In contrast, the current density for the redox couple of Ni on grafoil is four times larger than the 

current density for the redox couple of the PANI/Ni composite. This is due to the deposition of 

Ni on a two-dimensional surface such as grafoil versus in a three-dimensional template such as 

PANI. The catalytic oxidation of methanol in alkaline solution is demonstrated for both Ni 

deposits on grafoil and the PANI/Ni composite. The Ni disc electrode shows four times less 

current density for methanol oxidation in comparison to the Grafoil/Ni electrode and the 

PANI/Ni composite, with the geometric area incorporated. The PANI/Ni composite electrode 

shows a much larger current density of 45 mA/cm2 than the Grafoil/Ni electrode for methanol 

oxidation after five reduction scans of NiCl4
2-. The PANI/Ni composite does not have competing 

secondary reactions that occur with the Grafoil/Ni electrode, which therefore allows methanol 

oxidation to occur more efficiently. When comparing the methanol oxidation of PANI/Ni for the 

starting material, NiCl2, and the synthesized Ni precursor, [(CH3)2NH2]2·NiCl4, the PANI/Ni 

precursor electrode shows thirty times the current density for methanol oxidation by the 

PANI/NiCl2 electrode. The deposition of NiCl2 in PANI was successful, and methanol oxidation 

was visible, but the cation deposition of Ni was much less successful in comparison to the anion 

deposition of Ni in PANI using [(CH3)2NH2]2·NiCl4.  Previously published research on PANI/Ni 
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composites have not been as effective towards methanol oxidation because the controlled anion 

deposition of the polymer has not been utilized until now. Bis(dimethylammonium) 

tetrachloronickelate is an ideal compound for the uptake and reduction of the metal anion NiCl4
2- 

in PANI. Using Linear Sweep Voltammetry for the deposition of this Ni precursor, the Ni 

content in the polymer is controlled by the oxidation/reduction of PANI. The even distribution of 

Ni in PANI is also accomplished using these electrochemical techniques. The Ni embedded in 

the polymer is then easily exploitable for controlled reactions, specifically methanol oxidation, 

without competing side reactions or poisoning of the metallic surface. The PANI/Ni composite is 

a much more economical approach for the catalytic oxidation of methanol versus the traditional 

PANI/noble metal composites, as nickel is less expensive and oxidizes methanol effectively. 
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Chapter 4. Electrochemical Formation and Analysis of PANI/Au/Ni Composites 

4.1 Introduction 

This chapter outlines the formation and the characterization of bimetallic catalysts in 

PANI.  Potassium tetrachloroaurate, K(AuCl4), and the synthesized nickel precursor 

bis(dimethylammonium) tetrachloronickelate, [(CH3)2NH2]2·NiCl4, were utilized to achieve 

bimetallic catalysts in PANI. A 5 mM solution of K(AuCl4) in water was freshly prepared prior 

to deposition. The Ni precursor was also freshly prepared prior to deposition by dissolving it in 

water at a concentration of 50 mM. PANI was grown on grafoil using the same parameters as 

mentioned in Chapter 3. Linear Sweep Voltammetry was utilized for both the simultaneous 

deposition of AuCl4
- and NiCl4

2- and the sequential deposition of first AuCl4
- followed by NiCl4

2. 

The PANI/Au/Ni composites were then characterized by cycling the electrode in 1 M HClO4 and 

by SEM/EDS analyses. Finally, the oxidant and catalytic properties of the PANI/Au/Ni 

composites were recorded in 1 M KOH and 1 M CH3OH/KOH, respectively using Cyclic 

Voltammetry.  

4.2 Electrochemical Formation of PANI/Au/Ni Composites 

4.2.1 Sequential Deposition of Gold and Nickel in PANI 

Sequential deposition can provide control over the amount of each metal deposited and 

the interaction between the metals for the formation of PANI/Au/Ni composites. For sequential 

deposition, the grafoil/PANI electrode was immersed in 5 mM K(AuCl4) aqueous solution. One 

sweep-step deposition of 5 mM K(AuCl4) in PANI was completed using Linear Sweep 

Voltammetry (LSV). The electrochemical reduction of the AuCl4
- was initiated by holding the 

grafoil/PANI electrode at 1 V to oxidize the polymer. The cathodic scan began two minutes after 

and was terminated at -0.2 V.  
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Following one sweep-step deposition of 5 mM K(AuCl4), the PANI/Au electrode was 

immersed in 50 mM [(CH3)2NH2]2·NiCl4 aqueous solution, and the same LSV technique was 

again utilized to deposit five consecutive steps of [(CH3)2NH2]2·NiCl4. Between each sweep-step 

deposition, the working electrode along with the reference and counter electrodes were 

thoroughly rinsed with water. The voltammetric responses were overlaid for comparison, Figure 

24. The dotted line in the figure represents the first and only reduction scan of the gold in PANI, 

where two cathodic peaks are visible at 0.15 V and -0.3 V. These are consistent with the 

desorption of OH- ions and the reduction of AuO.77 This reduction process of Au can be 

explained by the following equations.77 

 

AuOads + H2O + e- → AuOH + OH
-
   (Equation 13) 

 

AuOHads + e- → Au + OH
-
       (Equation 14)  

 

The solid line in the figure represents the first of five reduction scans of Ni on Au. The cathodic 

response resembles previous voltammograms obtained from depositing Ni in PANI from Chapter 

3 using the same parameters. Two cathodic peaks are resolved at 0.50 V and about 0.075 V. 

These reduction peaks are slightly shifted in comparison to the voltammetric responses observed 

from the direct reduction of Ni in PANI without gold. This slight voltammetric shift implies that 

Ni is depositing on Au that is embedded in PANI rather than at the nitrogen sites of the polymer. 

The current response for Au reduction in PANI is about four times that of Ni, which further 

confirms the favorable reduction of Au in PANI.  
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Figure 24. LSV voltammetric response of the 1st and only step scan of 5 mM AuCl4 deposited on 

PANI on Grafoil (dotted line) and of the 1st of five step scans of 50 mM NiCl4 deposited on 

PANI/Au (solid line). The scan rate is 10 mV/s. 

  

  

4.2.2 Proton Dope Analysis of PANI/Au/Ni Composite 

 Following PANI growth on grafoil and after each metal deposition, a proton dope was 

run on the electrode to verify the deposition of metal particles at the nitrogen sites of the 

polymer. To perform the proton dope, the electrode was cycled for ten full cycles in 1 M HClO4. 

The cyclic voltammograms of each proton dope were overlaid for comparison, Figure 25. The 

proton dope following PANI growth is given in Figure 25a. The oxidation/reduction peaks for 

the proton expulsion and uptake occur at 0.15 V and 0.05 V, respectively. The anion expulsion 

and uptake occur at 0.76 V and 0.71 V, respectively. Following the reduction of Au, the 

oxidation/reduction processes for the proton and anion expulsion/uptake decreased in current, but 

there was no shift in potential in comparison to the proton dope following PANI growth on the 

electrode, Figure 25b. After five reduction steps of Ni, the redox pair for the proton expulsion 

and uptake shift to more positive potentials, Figure 25c. The shift to more positive potentials 
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indicates that less energy is required for the uptake and expulsion of protons at the nitrogen sites 

of the polymer with the addition of Ni. For the uptake and expulsion of anions, there is a shift to 

more negative potentials for the redox processes. Therefore, following Ni deposition, more 

energy is required for the uptake and expulsion of anions at the nitrogen sites of the polymer. 

The decrease in current for the proton/anion uptake and expulsion indicates that there are less 

nitrogen sites available in the polymer following Ni reduction. Therefore, both Au and Ni deposit 

at the nitrogen sites of the polymer according to the proton dope analysis. SEM imaging and 

EDX analyses of the PANI/Au/Ni films are necessary to verify the sequential deposition of Au 

and Ni in PANI as well as to verify the reduction sites of each metal in PANI. 

 

 

Figure 25. Comparison of proton dopes of (a) PANI growth, (b) PANI/1 Au, and (c) 

PANI/1Au/5Ni after the tenth voltammetric scan in 1 M HClO4. The scan rate is 10 mV/s. 
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4.3 Scanning Electron Microscopy (SEM/EDX) of PANI/Au/Ni Composites 

SEM/EDX analyses were utilized to further characterize the PANI/Au/Ni composites and 

to understand the interaction of the metallic deposits with each other and the polymer. SEM 

images and the EDX data for PANI/Au/Ni composites are presented in Figure 26. All images are 

presented at the same magnification of x6000 with an accelerating voltage of 8 kV. The SEM 

image and EDX data for pristine PANI are shown in Figure 26a for comparison. After one 

sweep-step deposition of Au in PANI, the Au particles are visibly embedded in the polymer, 

Figure 26b. The Au particles are about 0.5 μm in size and are spread along the polymer strands, 

with some aggregation. EDX analysis confirms the presence of Au in PANI. The Au deposits 

were identified at 1.7 KeV, 2.2 KeV, 2.3 KeV, and 9.9 KeV. After five sweep-step depositions of 

Ni in the PANI/Au composite, Ni particles are seen evenly dispersed on the gold and along the 

polymer strands, Figure 26c. The sizes of the particles are much smaller than the gold particles 

at about 0.1 μm or less. The Ni deposits have mostly sharp geometric morphologies on the gold 

deposits and on the polymer strands. The presence of nickel on the gold was confirmed using 

EDX analyses. The nickel deposits for the PANI/Au/Ni composites were identified at 0.82 KeV, 

7.5 KeV, and 8.3 KeV. This is consistent with the studies done on Ni precursor on grafoil and 

PANI/Ni precursor composite. The EDX data show a strong response from gold following the 

five sweep-step depositions of nickel precursor, indicating the Ni particles do not fully 

encapsulate the Au particles, but rather form a bimetallic species. Previous SEM/EDX studies on 

Au—Ni bimetallic catalysts have shown similar results, where the Ni particles attached to the 

surface of the Au particles in an alloyed formation.78-79 These previous studies also touched on 

the fact that even at higher concentrations of Ni, Au particles still have high surface composition 

for these bimetallic species.  
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Figure 26. SEM image and EDX analyses of (a) pristine PANI (×6000), (b) PANI/1 Au 

composite (x6000), and (c) PANI/1Au/5 Ni composite (x6000). 
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At larger magnifications, the Au—Ni bimetallic species in PANI show round Au with Ni 

deposits with more defined angular morphologies attached to the Au surface, Figure 27. The Au 

particles are attached to the strands of the polymer. This figure better defines the bimetallic 

morphology of the PANI/Au/Ni composite. Further electrochemical characterization in basic 

solutions are necessary to determine the characteristics of the Ni and Au deposits in the 

PANI/Au/Ni composites. 

 

 

Figure 27. SEM image of PANI/Au/Ni composites at a magnification of x35,000. 
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4.4 Electrochemical Analysis of PANI/Au/Ni Composites  

4.4.1 PANI/Au/Ni Electrochemical Analysis in KOH  

Following the growth of the polymer and each sequential deposition of first one sweep 

step of 5 mM AuCl4
- and then five sweep steps of 50 mM NiCl4

2-, the PANI composite was 

electrochemically cycled in 1 M KOH (pH 14.0). The responses were compared for the 

deposition of gold and then nickel in 1 M KOH with respect to the area of the electrode, Figure 

28. The cyclic voltammetric responses for an Au disc electrode and a Ni disc electrode in 1 M 

KOH are shown in Figure 28a and g for comparison. Two reduction peaks for the Au disc 

electrode cathodic scan appear at 0.095 V and -0.185 V, with current densities of 2.94E-02 

mA/cm2 and 3.09E-02 mA/cm2, respectively. There are two oxidation peaks for the anodic scan 

of the Au disc electrode at 0.4 V and -0.105 V, with current densities at 2.02E-2 mA/cm2 and 

5.06E-3 mA/cm2, respectively. The current density is much smaller than all other electrode 

responses in KOH for the Au disc electrode, therefore, the response in comparison appears as a 

straight line, Figure 28a. The redox couples observed for the Au disc electrode have been 

previously associated with the following chemical reaction.80  The redox couples are associated 

with the adsorption of OH- on the surface of the gold. 

 

Au + OH
- → AuOHads + e-     (Equation 15) 

 

The cyclic voltammetric response of the Ni disc electrode in 1 M KOH for Figure 28g 

shows the same redox peaks reported in Figure 13a from Chapter 3, where the reduction and 

oxidation peaks are observed at 0.35 V and 0.50 V, respectively. The cyclic voltammetric 

response of PANI on the grafoil electrode in 1 M KOH prior to metal deposition is given in 
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Figure 28b. There are no visible oxidation/reduction peaks for PANI on grafoil in the potential 

range of -0.2 V to 0.9 V. Following one sweep step deposition of 5 mM AuCl4
-, the cyclic 

voltammetric response of PANI/Au composite in 1 M KOH is provided in Figure 28c. A very 

small reduction peak is visible at 0.076 V and a small oxidation peak is at -0.112 V. The shifted 

peaks are consistent with the deposition of metal in PANI. No other redox peaks are visible for 

the PANI/Au composite. The three-dimensional structure of the polymer allows for the gold to 

evenly disperse inside the layers of the polymer, which causes the current density response in 1 

M KOH to be much less in comparison to the Au disc electrode.  

 

 

Figure 28. Steady-state cyclic voltammetric response of (a) a planar Au disc electrode (d=3mm), 

(b) PANI on grafoil, (c) PANI/1Au composite, (d) PANI/1Au/1Ni composite, (e) PANI/1Au/3Ni 

composite, (f) PANI/1Au/5Ni composite, (g) a planar Ni disc electrode (d=3mm) after the tenth 

voltammetric scan in solution containing 1 M KOH. The scan rate is 10mV/s. 
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Finally, the cyclic voltammetric responses for PANI/Au composite following the first, third, and 

fifth reduction of Ni precursor in 1 M KOH are provided in Figure 28d-f. The first deposition of 

Ni in PANI/Au reveals a reduction peak at 0.256 V and the corresponding oxidation peak for the 

anodic scan at 0.408 V. The current density for the for the first deposition is 0.75 mA/cm2 for the 

reduction peak and 0.88 mA/cm2 for the oxidation peak. After three and five sweep step 

depositions of Ni on PANI/Au, the redox peaks occur at the same voltage. However, the current 

density increases 3-fold from the first deposition to the fifth deposition. The increase in current 

density in KOH coincides with increased Ni deposits on the PANI/Au composite. The data 

shows that the Ni content in PANI/Au can be increased incrementally through the controlled 

reduction of the Ni precursor. Further analysis is required to determine the appropriate amount of 

Ni to deposit in the PANI/Au composite that is necessary for the catalytic oxidation of methanol.  

4.4.2 PANI/Au/Ni Electrochemical Analysis in 1 M CH3OH/KOH  

 The PANI/Au/Ni composite was analyzed for methanol oxidation by cycling the 

electrode from 0.9 V to -0.2 V in a solution containing 1 M CH3OH/KOH, Figure 29. The 

responses of the electrodes have been normalized based on their geometric area. For comparison, 

an Au disc electrode and a Ni disc electrode were run in the same solution using the same 

parameters and the cyclic voltammograms are provided in Figure 29a and d. No oxidation of 

methanol is visible for the Au disc electrode in these parameters, Figure 29a. The Ni disc 

electrode shows methanol oxidation at about 0.6 V with a current density of about 10 mA/cm2, 

Figure 29d. PANI grown on grafoil showed no voltammetric response for methanol oxidation, 

Figure 29b. Following one sweep step deposition of 5 mM Au, the cyclic voltammetric response 

in 1 M CH3OH/KOH also showed no response for the oxidation of methanol, Figure 29c. 

Finally, the cyclic voltammetric scans for PANI/Au/Ni composite following one, three, and five 
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deposition cycles of 50 mM NiCl4
2- in 1 M CH3OH/KOH are provided in Figure 29e-g. For one 

reduction cycle of NiCl4
2-, methanol oxidation occurs at 0.7 V with a current density of about 15 

mA/cm2, which can be seen in Figure 29e. The third and fifth reduction cycle of NiCl4
2- into 

PANI/Au composite shows methanol oxidation at 0.79 V with current densities of about 30 

mA/cm2 for the third reduction cycle and about 33 mA/cm2 for the fifth reduction cycle, Figure 

29f and g. The third reduction cycle to the fifth reduction cycle of NiCl4
2- does not have much 

change in methanol oxidation. Since there are only a finite amount of Au deposits and much less 

nitrogen sites on the polymer available for metal deposition, only so much nickel can deposit on 

the PANI/Au composite. In contrast, when Ni is deposited directly on PANI without Au, the 

three-dimensional polymer film has several nitrogen sites open for the Ni to interact with even 

after five deposition cycles. Therefore, the NiCl4
2- reduces on Au and on any available nitrogen 

sites of the polymer that Au did not physically block following reduction of this metal. 
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Figure 29. Steady-state cyclic voltammetric response of (a) a planar Au disc electrode, (b) PANI 

on grafoil, (c) PANI/1Au composite, (d) a planar Ni disc electrode, (e) PANI/1Au/1Ni 

composite, (f) PANI/1Au/3Ni composite, (g) PANI/1Au/5Ni composite after the sixteenth 

voltammetric scan in solution containing 1 M CH3OH/KOH. The scan rate is 10mV/s. 

 

4.5 Comparison of Catalytic Activity of PANI/Metallic Composites 

4.5.1 Stability of Bimetallic Catalysts  

The bimetallic complex that forms between Au and Ni on the PANI/Au/Ni composite 

allows for consistent methanol oxidation in 1 M CH3OH/KOH. Au does not normally show 

catalytic activity towards methanol oxidation. Ni on the surface of gold allows for the adsorbed 

oxygen to leave the surface of the metal as CO2 and reduce the poisoning of the surface with 

adsorbed CO.78 To analyze the stability of the PANI/Au/Ni composites, the composite electrode 

was placed in 1 M CH3OH/KOH and electrochemically cycled for one hundred segments. The 

results are reported in Figure 30. A Ni disc electrode was plotted for comparison, Figure 30a. 

The cyclic voltammetric response of the PANI/Au/Ni composite after the 100th cycle (dotted 

line) shows consistency with the current density for the oxidation of methanol in comparison to 
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the 16th cycle (solid line), Figure 30b. Only a very slight positive shift in potential of about 

0.035 V occurs at the point of methanol oxidation by the 100th cycle. This positive shift shows 

that after several cycles in methanol, less energy is required for the oxidation of methanol to 

occur. This stability in the PANI/bimetallic composite for methanol oxidation proves the Au—Ni 

complex works together to reduce poisoning during methanol oxidation.  
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Figure 30. Steady-state cyclic voltammetric response of (a) Ni disc electrode (d=3mm) and (b) 

response of PANI/1 Au/5 Ni after the sixteenth (solid line) and one-hundredth (dashed line) 

voltammetric scan in solutions containing 1 M KOH and 1 M CH3OH. The scan rate is 10mV/s. 

 

4.5.2 Comparison of Methanol Oxidation for All Composites 

PANI/Au/Ni composites showed good catalytic activity and great stability towards the 

oxidation of methanol. In contrast, PANI/Ni composites were much more effective towards 

methanol oxidation, but less stable over long periods of time. Figure 31 shows a comparison of 

the current densities of Ni on grafoil, PANI/Ni, and PANI/Au/Ni composites in methanol. A Ni 

disc electrode was added to the figure to compare the responses, Figure 31a. For all other 

electrodes with the Ni precursor deposited, the voltage where methanol oxidation occurs is 

shifted more positive in comparison to the nickel disc electrode. Grafoil/Ni shows very small, 

and mostly unresolved methanol oxidation, Figure 31b. PANI/Ni shows the largest current 

density and most resolved response for methanol oxidation, Figure 31d. PANI/Au/Ni composite 
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sits in between the Grafoil/Ni and PANI/Ni, with the second largest current density for methanol 

oxidation, Figure 31c. The PANI/Au/Ni composite shows methanol oxidation shifted to the most 

positive potential in comparison to the Grafoil/Ni and PANI/Ni electrodes. PANI/Ni proves to be 

the most efficient electrode for the catalytic electrooxidation of methanol. However, with the 

addition of Au and formation of the Au—Ni bimetallic species in PANI, the catalytic stability 

over longer periods of time for the PANI/Au/Ni composite during methanol oxidation is slightly 

greater than PANI/Ni.  Finally, the higher current density for PANI/Ni when compared to 

PANI/Au/Ni suggests that the inclusion of Au reduces the overall catalytic efficiency in 

comparison to Ni alone. 

 

  

Figure 31. Steady-state cyclic voltammetric response of (a) a planar Ni disc electrode (b) 

Grafoil/5Ni electrode (c) Grafoil/PANI/1Au/5Ni composite, and (d) Grafoil/PANI/5Ni 

composite after the sixteenth voltammetric scan in solution containing 1 M CH3OH/KOH. The 

scan rate is 10mV/s. 
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4.6 Conclusions 

The controlled electrochemical reduction of Au and Ni in PANI to form the PANI/Au/Ni 

bimetallic composite is achieved. Proton dope analysis shows Ni reduces at Au as well as at the 

open nitrogen sites of the polymer. The initial deposition of Au in the polymer largely blocks 

nitrogen sites in the polymer, which reduces sites that would be available for reaction with the Ni 

deposits. This is seen in the decrease in current for the proton dope analysis following Au 

reduction. However, nitrogen sites free from Au deposits in the polymer can still be oxidized and 

reduced. Therefore, the Ni deposits on Au particles as well as existing nitrogen sites of the 

polymer, which is verified by the decrease in current and shift in potential at the nitrogen sites 

for the PANI/Au/Ni composite proton dope analysis. SEM images confirm interaction between 

Au and Ni and the polymer. The Au particles are evenly distributed in the polymer with small Ni 

particles on the surface. The images verify that Ni deposition occurs on Au and at open nitrogen 

sites in the polymer. The deposition of both Au and Ni is confirmed using the normal 

oxidation/reduction of the Au and Ni in 1 M KOH. A redox pair for the PANI/Au composite is 

visible at 0.076 V and -0.112 V, which is consistent with the adsorption of OH- on gold. A redox 

pair is observed at 0.256 V and 0.408 V following the deposition of Ni into PANI/Au. The shift 

in potential is consistent with Ni deposition on Au particles and the NiOOH/Ni(OH)2 redox 

couple. With increasing Ni depositions, the current density for the redox couple increases 3-fold 

from the first deposition to the fifth deposition on the PANI/Au composite. The first reduction 

step of Ni is more visible when deposited on PANI/Au composite rather than just PANI due to 

the overall increased surface area that occurs with the formation of the Au—Ni bimetallic 

complex in PANI. The catalytic oxidation of methanol in alkaline solution is also achieved for 

the PANI/Au/Ni composite. Methanol oxidation for the PANI/Au/Ni composite occurs at 0.79 V 
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with current a current density of about 33 mA/cm2 by the fifth reduction cycle of the Ni 

precursor. There is little change in current density from the third to the fifth reduction cycle of 

the Ni precursor in the PANI/Au composite. The data suggests that Ni deposition is limited by 

the available Au surface area and nitrogen sites in the PANI/Au composite. Therefore, the 

current density for methanol oxidation reaches a constant by the fifth deposition of Ni. The 

stability of the PANI/Au/Ni composite is demonstrated after cycling the electrode for 100 

segments in 1 M CH3OH/KOH. The current density does not change appreciably for methanol 

oxidation for PANI/Au/Ni. The stability of the PANI/bimetallic suggests that surface poisoning 

is minimized relative to the PANI/Au composites for methanol oxidation. In contrast, the current 

density for the catalytic oxidation of methanol for the PANI/Ni composite does decrease very 

slightly after cycling for 100 segments in 1 M CH3OH/KOH. However, the current density with 

respect to surface area for the catalytic oxidation of methanol is larger than the PANI/Au/Ni 

composite, which shows that the PANI/Ni composite is more active towards the catalytic 

oxidation of methanol in comparison to the PANI/Au/Ni composite. 
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Chapter 5. Summary and Conclusions 

The successful synthesis of bis(dimethylammonium) tetrachloronickelate, 

[(CH3)
2
NH2]

2
∙NiCl4, was demonstrated and confirmed by FTIR and UV/Vis analyses. The 

controlled electrochemical reduction of the Ni precursor was achieved and was utilized to vary 

Ni content on grafoil, in PANI, and in PANI/Au composites. Proton dope analysis of Ni in PANI 

and Ni in PANI/Au was conducted to determine the change in the redox processes at the nitrogen 

sites of the polymer associated with Ni deposition. Ni and Au metal reduction in PANI showed a 

decrease in proton doping for both PANI/Ni and PANI/Au/Ni composites, which indicates 

successful deposition of metallic species at the nitrogen sites of the polymer. SEM images 

showed the morphologies of the reduced Ni precursor are similar no matter the site of deposition. 

However, PANI allowed for the even distribution of metallic species versus a grafoil electrode. 

The SEM images of the PANI/Ni composite showed an even distribution of Ni particles along 

the polymer strands and within the three-dimensional structure. The SEM images of the 

PANI/Au/Ni composite showed Ni deposits surrounding the Au particles forming an Au—Ni 

bimetallic complex. Ni deposits were also visible along the polymer strands where the amine 

nitrogen groups were available for oxidation and reduction processes. The reduction technique 

utilized to deposit Au and Ni on PANI provided a point of contact on the polymer for metal 

precursor reduction so that an even distribution on the PANI strands was achieved. By utilizing 

the normal oxidation/reduction of Au and Ni in 1 M KOH, the deposition of both metallic 

species was confirmed. Redox pairs were visible for PANI/Ni and PANI/Au/Ni composites in 

KOH, which confirm the deposition in PANI. Increasing Ni depositions for both composites 

were accompanied by increased current densities for the NiOOH/Ni(OH)2 redox couple. In 

contrast to PANI/Ni composites, Ni deposition on PANI/Au composites showed larger current 
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densities for the redox couple in KOH due to the overall increased surface area with the 

formation of Au—Ni bimetallic complexes in PANI. All composites showed methanol oxidation 

with high current densities and little to no surface poisoning. Grafoil/Ni electrode showed 

methanol oxidation with competing water oxidation processes. The PANI/Ni and PANI/Au/Ni 

composites did not have competing secondary reactions that occurred with the Grafoil/Ni 

electrode, which therefore allowed methanol oxidation to occur more efficiently. PANI/Ni 

composites showed the largest current density for methanol oxidation in comparison to all 

electrodes and composites. Prior to Ni deposition for the PANI/Au composite, no catalytic 

activity occurred in methanol. With the addition of Ni, bimetallic Au—Ni complex allowed for 

the successful oxidation of methanol with little to no surface poisoning. The PANI/Au/Ni 

composite showed methanol oxidation at more positive potentials in comparison to Grafoil/Ni 

and PANI/Ni electrodes. Therefore, PANI/Au/Ni composites required the least amount of energy 

for the oxidation of methanol to occur in alkaline solutions. Future research of these 

PANI/metallic and PANI/bimetallic composites may include uses for direct methanol fuel cells 

(DMFCs) due to their stability during the catalytic oxidation of methanol. Overall, the utilization 

of the synthesized Ni precursors for the anion doping of PANI was successful. PANI enhanced 

the catalytic efficiency of the NiCl4
2- precursors by shielding the metallic species from 

competing secondary reactions in methanol. With the reduction of AuCl4
- metal precursors to 

form PANI/Au—Ni bimetallic composites, the methanol oxidation reaction occurred at more 

positive potentials, indicating the bimetallic complex works as a decent catalyst for the oxidation 

of methanol.  

The hypothesis for this research was directed towards proving the controlled deposition 

of metallic species, specifically Ni and Au—Ni bimetallic complexes, in PANI would produce 
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composites with enhanced catalytic activity in methanol. Previous research on PANI/Ni and 

PANI/Au composites have not been as effective towards the oxidation of methanol in alkaline 

solution because the controlled anion deposition of the polymer has not been utilized until now. 

By using the anion doping of the polymer and the LSV reduction technique, PANI/Ni and 

PANI/Au/Ni composites were achieved and showed enhanced catalytic activity for methanol 

oxidation in comparison to Ni on grafoil and PANI/Au composites. Both PANI/Ni and 

PANI/Au/Ni composites may be utilized for future research in direct methanol fuel cells based 

on their effectiveness toward the catalytic oxidation of methanol. 
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