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ABSTRACT

In Nepal, sex trafficking is usually associated with poverty, illitgi@ed gender
discrimination. To better understand the discursive dimensions of sex traffithis research
examines the organizational narratives of the Nepalese anti-traffialorkers using the
analytical framework of intersectionality. This study finds thataite trafficking workers’
organizational narratives are influenced by both personal and institutionaivegtrdn their
personal narratives, anti-trafficking workers recognize the multiprad@f discrimination
shaping the victims’ experiences, but the intersectional discriminatiomarahg addressed in
the anti-trafficking programs or services implemented by the non-prgahaations. After
having identified sex-trafficking victims as experiencing discrimorabased on their gender,
caste, age, class, and geographical location, this study concludes that tiagiamairand local
organizations must incorporate an intersectional approach into their programs acesdervi

sex-trafficking victims.
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[. INTRODUCTION

Human trafficking is considered to be the dark side of globalization. Individuals who are
trafficked are economically and socially vulnerable, hence easily exploitbe context of a

global economy. People are pushed out of the countries that lack economic opportunities and
pulled into more developed and wealthier countries (Jones et al. 2007). Such mobility can lead t
labor exploitation, and human trafficking is one of the worst forms of such exjloit&lobal

human trafficking also involves smuggling people within the territory of one goanacross

the border to a neighboring country (Jones et al. 2007). The latter is especialigeheith

people who agree to be smuggled to other countries and end up in brothels or are coerced into
some form of slavery (Martin and Miller 2000).

According to the U.S Department of State, about 80,000 people are trafficked giuibadly

national borders. Fifty-six percent of the victims of trafficking are wanado are more likely

to be trafficked for sex than for labor (U.S Department of State [USDS] 201&)dition, the

1 US “Trafficking Victim Act” (TVA) 2000 defines severe forms of human tcidifig as:

a. Sex trafficking in which a commercial sex act is induced by force, fraud, reciageor in

which the person induced to perform such an act has not attained 18 years of age; or

b. The recruitment, harboring, transportation, provision, or obtaining of a person for labor or
services, through the use of force, fraud, or coercion for the purpose of subjection to amyolunt
servitude, peonage, debt bondage, or slavery.

A victim need not be physically transported from one location to another in order fointee@

fall within these definitions. (http://www.state.gov/documents/organization/142980.pdf



Trafficking in Person¢TIP) report states that, in addition to international trafficking, millions of

people are trafficked within their own countries (USDS 2010).

The cases of internal trafficking often involve girls from rural areaggd@iought to cities where
many end up working in massage parlors, hotels, or dance restaurantstfiskg@an occur
illegally across national borders as in the case of trafficking of wamnd girls from Burma,

Yunnan Province of China to Thailand, or within the national border, as in Cambodia where the
sex industry depends on internal trafficking of “Khmer” women and girls @8eyrd

Stachowiak 2003).

Trafficking of women and girls for sexual exploitation, a dimension of humaickiaff, is a

common phenomenon practiced throughout the world. Even Nepal, a small Asian country
nuzzled between China and India, is affected by this phenomenon. Although the exact numbers
are not known, it is estimated that 5000 to 7000 Nepali girls are trafficked antaukaitia

alone (Office of the National Rapporteur on Trafficking in Women and Children [ONRT]
2008:13). And, the TIP report states that Nepalese women are also trafficked iddreeEBAst

for sexual exploitation (USDS 2010:246).

In recent years, efforts to combat human trafficking, including sexdkaffj, have gained an
important momentum as countries across the globe ratified anti-traffickmgentions (Dinan
2008). Importantly, although the government of Nepal prohibits slavery, the s#llngnan

beings, and forced prostitution under the Human Trafficking Control Act of 1986, it has yet t



ratify the 2000 UN TIP Protocol (USDS 20T0)n 2007, the U.S. Department of State placed
Nepal on a list of countries that do not meet minimum standards to combat traffickthg. A
same time, the U.S. Department of State acknowledged that Nepal is magitsgtefbring

about some change in this area (USDS 2010).

In Nepal, sex trafficking is usually associated with poverty, illite@y gender discrimination.
Nepali women are still discriminated against in many areas, in wayisthade the procurement
of citizenship, property, education, employment, health, and marriage based onritieir ge
(Department for International Development [DFID] 2006). Few researchdrasuRajbhandari
(2008) and Malla (2005) also suggest that sex trafficking victims experientiplenul
discrimination based on gender, caste and class. The fact that Nepali wonféected by
multiple forms of discrimination and social exclusion must be considered whilzmgpsex
trafficking in Nepal. Social workers and organizatiomgstconsider the multiple discrimination
experienced by the victims while analyzing sex trafficking, espgt¢iase who are directly

involved with providing various services to the sex trafficking victims.
A. THE STATEMENT OF PROBLEM

During the 18 century, feminists constructed narratives such as “white slave tradesedhai

issue of involuntary prostitution which was an outcome of abduction and transportation of white

2 UN TIP protocol: United Nations Trafficking in Person Protocol also known asfrale
Protocol has been initiated since 2003. “There are 95 nations as it members. This prekscol s
to prevent trafficking, protect victim and promote anti-trafficking cooperatioong nation.”

(www.usinfo.state.gov)



women for prostitution. Over the years, different institutions and groups came up wotsvar
narratives to explain the phenomenon of sex trafficking and provide alternativersehatit.
For instance, abolitionists argue that prostitution is the root cause for wonadinckitng. Thus,
an effective way to eradicate sex trafficking is by abolishing prostitutfet, other groups
representing sex workers believe that prostitution is like any other work and should not be
stigmatized. Thus, over time, different institutions, activists, and groupswctest various
narratives on sex trafficking such as women'’s right, violence, sexuahslate (Cameron and

Newman 2008; Desyllas 2007; Samarasinghe 2008, Doezema 2000).

Despite the differences, a common problem with these narratives is thatdlwenstructed

based on gender inequality only. Such narratives ignore the racial, ethnic, geatpahtd class
dimensions. Existing research on sex trafficking also shows that genddrelssenination and
poverty and illiteracy rates among women are important factors contribatihg trafficking of

women (Hennink and Simkhada 2004; K.C. et al. 2001; Terres De Hommes [TDH] 2003). Also,
each country may have a distinct pattern of trafficking of women for sexualitaxtioin based

on religious affiliations, economic development, etc. These differences should notlbekader

if scholars and practitioners are to adequately analyze the causes atsdoéféex trafficking

(George 2001) and to move beyond proposing programs based on the idea that “one size fits all”

(Samarasinghe 2008).

To date, research on sex trafficking has been concerned with this phenomenon af terms
providing a general understanding of who is being trafficked, who is involved in trafficki
activities, what factors influence trafficking, and what can be done to pri¢yBakezema

2005:63). Although various national and international organizations and researchers have

4



examined the issue of sex trafficking, it appears that existing analygeaepghe subject
matter by focusing on gender or social and economic factors, such as poveitgraog fates,
or migration and exploitation, associated with sex trafficking (Sanmatasi2008; Rajbhandari
2008). Such studies do not examine the organizational narratives of the workers droplthe
anti-trafficking organizations. Also, existing analyses do not allow us to uaddygor instance,
if the organizational narratives recognize the possibility that lowée-gasmen may be affected
by sex trafficking differently than higher-caste women or lower-aaste, especially since the
higher-caste women may be experiencing similar gender inequalkikstte lower-caste men

may be experiencing very similar economic pressures.

B. PURPOSE OF THE STUDY

In order to better understand the discursive dimension of sex trafficking in Kadbnidepal, |
examine organizational narratives using intersectionality. In anglyze situation of sex
trafficked victims, the organizations and/or their employees often cahsiarratives about their
client or victims. The organizational narratives help to explain the images sétteafficking
victims. When casual stories or narratives are constructed by margghalioppressed people
then such narratives are often ignored or unheard. However, narratives consiyyxedle
occupying privileged positions are often taken to be believable and importanh$Q&89;
Loseke 2007). These organizational narratives can be carried over into theffackiriga
policy-making process, which in turn will further shape organizational pregyasch services

(Loseke 2007).

The overall purpose of this study is to encourage further development of interdentalgsis

of organizational policies regarding important social issues, espe@altyadficking (Blum
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2008; Murphy-Erby et al. 2009). In doing so, | first examine how the organizationaivesra
construct the images of the victims. Secondly, | examine whether or not suclvesirrat
demonstrate the understanding of multiple dimensions of discrimination, spécteatier and

caste, experienced by the victims of sex trafficking.

This study addresses the following questions: In general, how do the organizadivatves
portray the victims of sex trafficking? Do these narratives recogmezmtersectional locations
occupied by the victims, and if yes, what are the various intersectioagbdat of
discrimination identified by the workers in their organizational narrd2iM@saddress my
guestions, | interviewed eight workers who are working closely with thengaif sex
trafficking through four anti-trafficking organizations. | selectegh&leas the country in which to
conduct my study. In recent years, Nepal has become a country of interesytorganizations
and researchers working against human trafficking. Nepal has also belmgefunds and
support from international organizations like the U.S. Department of State toaknsiex
trafficking (USDS 2007). There are over fifty NGOs that are workinggttt figainst trafficking.
In Nepal, the problem is rooted in developing flexible policies and programs {(V20@8). If
the issue of sex trafficking is approached with appropriate methods then ttraféinking
organizations may be in a better position to create better policies addressingjtreeneeds of

differently positioned sex-trafficking victims.

This thesis is organized as follows: In Chapter Il, | summarize exisgdneh, focusing mainly
on the images of sex trafficking victims presented by different scholarsértda#ficking
organizations. In addition, | discuss the existing sex-trafficking stdeessed on Nepal. Next, |

present two theoretical frameworks that inform my research: organizat@amatives and



intersectionality. In Chapter I, | discuss the research method | useddaat this study. |
begin by sharing my experiences that motivated me to pursue this researgHh.di$euss how |
selected the respondents for my research, data collection instrument, angdprodedures. In
Chapter IV, | present the findings. Finally, | discuss the implicationsydirdings, make policy
recommendations and summarize the limitations of my research. | cortvdufiteal chapter by

discussing future research.



IIl. CONCEPTUAL ISSUES AND THEORETICAL FRAMEWORKS

A. CONCEPTUAL ISSUES

Sex Trafficking and the Images of the Victims

According to the study by International Labor Organization ([ILO] 2005), alttheye is a

strong connection between migration and trafficking, these phenomena cannoteokeasea
synonymous. A person may consent to move to different place, but until and unless “deception”
is used, he/she cannot be considered as being a victim of trafficking. AccordamgacaSinghe
(2003), the movement of people for illegal or exploitative work is consideredkiatji

whereas migration, according to Nair and Sen (2005), is movement of people gsp&ttiah

objective of finding a job.

Policies failing to differentiate migration from trafficking often madteor by equating illegal
immigrants as trafficked victims. Equating immigration with traffigkis likely to result in

curbing the movement of “women and girls.” Such policies ignore individual’s decision to
migrate and often consider immigrants, especially “women and girls,” ttraveling under false
persuasion lured by an attractive job (Kapur 2008). Anti-trafficking programs amtepdhat

do not make such distinction limits the right of women to decide their mobility bydeims)

them as “lacking capacity to reason or choose or incapable of making dedisaput 008,

Konard 2008). The movement of women and girls is limited considering them vulnerable or at
risk of trafficking. The women’s movement is often assumed to be forced that endsah sex
exploitation (Sanghera 2005, Konard 2008). Such assumptions shape the image of women as

being vulnerable and in need of protection. If a woman participates in her movement she i



considered to be “sexually promiscuous” and it is assumed that she no longer neeyid the le

protection (Konard 2008).

Prostitution and sex trafficking are two different terms often assoaiatedex trafficking.
According to Samarasinghe (2008), prostitution represents “promiscuous” behavior that
involves the selling of sex and emotional detachment from the client. It is alsedia$ the “act
of having sexual intercourse” for material compensation, which can include aag, j@welry
or other forms of tangible assets. Such definitions suggest “choice” made by woluetarily

to engage in sex work. However, many researchers and scholars argue that“lasktof
choices” that forces women to opt prostitution as means to earn money (Sagher2§108).
The idea of “consent” given by women is rejected by those who argue that womergole not
consent to work as prostitutes because they are driven by external foltas socio-economic

conditions which often limit their “choices” (Piper 2005).

As implied by the above definitional disagreement, the relationship betweéaféieking and
prostitution is highly debated. For instance, liberal feminists (Doezenty 2005) are of the

opinion that women can control their sexuality and thus prostitution need not be exploitative
They argue that sex workers can control their sexuality more than othemwaond claim that

women have the “right to control their body.” Sex work can be regarded as an occupadipn. A

if sex work is properly regulated by the government, such policies would in¢hesalsdor

standards and reduce abuse, violence and exploitation. Government regulation of sex work coul
lead to decline of trafficking (Cameron 2008), which is defined as a movement of people

accompanied by deception and/or force (Batsyukova 2007; Butcher 2003).



The notion of liberal feminism is found to be advocated by sex-worker activistsgiDae05)

and organizations like Global Alliance Against Trafficking in Women who arguettbee

should be clear distinction made between “forced prostitution” and “voluntary ptiostjt

wherein the former term should be associated with violence and the later withmibreir

view, the adults should be considered as capable individuals consenting to “sex and séx work.”
They further add that “legalization and decriminalization” of sex work and thdestry will
decrease illegal activities and help control sex trafficking (Doezen@ 2005). Supporting this
view, the governments of the Netherlands and German have legalized prostitution, snaking

that the sex workers have “working hours, health and safety regulations” (Batsytkix)a

Existing Studies of Sex Trafficking in Nepal that are intersectional:inplication of Gender,

Caste, Age, and Religion

In 2001, the International Labor Organization (ILO) published a study of “Tkafgan Girls

with Special Reference to Prostitution” (K.C. et al. 2001). This assessmeredanusrafficking
in the context of Nepal. This assessment is based on the interview of girls vengraugped as
vulnerable (N=100), commercial sex workers (N= 13), rehabilitated anegeated girls

(N=72). The main objective of this study was to explore the nature and proces$soiricain
children with reference to prostitution. It focused on root causes and the impadticitrg. It
also analyzed intervention programs. The respondents were 18 years of age and adgeofin ¢
those who were interviewed at the rehabilitation center. But, they were belagetlué 18 when

they were trafficked.

® According sex-worker activists, “consent” is not applicable in the casenofsni
10



Root causes of trafficking identified by ILO in 2001 were poverty, lax law eefoent, lack of
employment opportunities and various social and cultural factors. But not all vaftseg
trafficking were affected by poverty. This study also identified gngv@onsumerism, mother’s
illiteracy, gender discrimination and traditional marriage practiceshes factors effecting sex
trafficking. Key findings of this study indicated that though sex traffickiag crossed across
various caste and ethnic groups, yet there is high influx of lower-castemwsuch as Tamang.
In this study alone, forty seven percent of respondents represented loweFarasing. The
2001 ILO study states two ways or models of sex trafficking — “hard traffitkand “soft
trafficking.” If children in the worst form of child labor were traffickedr their working place
by use of deception, coercion, fraud etc, then this process was termed as fhekoht’aand
later occurs with the consent of parents. In “soft trafficking” girlssneemsidered
“‘commodities” that could be bought and sold. Out of sixty seven respondents, forty were
trafficked from the place where they worked; twenty seven were gitegtficked from their
home. However, in the ILO (2001) study it was not possible to identify how many ofttbem

trafficked with the “consent” of their parents.

The 2001 ILO research indicated that the girls were tortured mentally asidgdhy Ninety to
ninety-five percent of their earning was taken by the brothel keeper. Even thespobc
returning home was not easy for these girls due to social stigmatizatias found that many

of those who returned home were even infected with HIV/AIDS.

In 2002, the ILO conducted two different studies related to trafficking. Thesfudy was on
“Internal Trafficking among Children and Youth Engaged in Prostitution in NefdalD 2002a)

and the other was on “Cross Border Trafficking of Boys” (ILO 2002b). The objective bifghe

11



(ILO 2002a) study was to analyze internal trafficking in Kathmandu in refetercdeldren and
youth prostitutes. According to ILO (2002a), often times trafficking imlg associated with
trafficking of girls to India. There is lack of understanding about interatidking. Based on
the patterns of recruitment, the ILO has categorized internal traffielsimgng- distance and
short- distance. The former is associated with trafficking of girls tarKandu from outside the
valley whereas the latter is associated with trafficking within théidandu valley. Long-
distance internal trafficking may not be for sexual exploitation whereasdibtance is usually
for sexual exploitation. The ILO further clarified external traffirckiand internal trafficking by
suggesting that they have different elements. In Internal traffidoegcion or abuse may not

appear during the transportation period.

In the first ILO (2002a) study, 440 respondents were interviewed. Findings sHeavd® 7%

of respondent were minors. Hill ethnic groups represented 42.7% of the total Sedrle;of

the respondents in this study could read and write. Common reasons for dropping out of school
were based on family and economic problems. Higher numbers of children wedeibatreet
prostitution which represented 24.4%; 20.2% of them worked at restaurants and 9.9% in massage
parlor as sex workers; 94% of them said that they were working at their owiivailt mobility

was not restricted.

The second 2002 ILO study (ILO 2002b) of cross border trafficking of boys showsiffer
trafficking trends in Nepal. For this study, the ILO collected inforomatiom seventy boys out
of whom thirty returned to Nepal and forty were still working in India. The majofitize
respondents were from Muslim community. Upon consent of their parents, they weysdrat

to work and earn money. The parents were not aware of condition of slavery. Of those

12



respondents who returned back to Nepal, 80% were illiterate and 87% came from the Musl
community. The respondent also reported that they were trafficked mairdypérious work
such as driving, embroidery. In the case of respondent still working in India, 62 /&/4lmeu

and 85% were illiterate. At work, 95% of boys reported to have faced abuse and harassment.

A more recent study by Hennink and Simkhada (2004) examined the trafficking of d&epale
girls to India. The objective of this study was to provide a better understandhmgmbiess
and context of sex trafficking. Towards this end, the authors examined: a) thearisesof
sex trafficked women and girls, b) the routes of entry and exit from ségkirad and c)
strategies for reducing risk of sex trafficking. The researchedshatd qualitative and
guantitative methods for which they interviewed the effected ones as welldasasserecords
maintained by different organizations. During the first phase of theirrcbsdhey interviewed
eight key informants to provide an understanding of health and social issues surrouxding se
trafficking. The key informants included NGO directors, coordinators of retadlufi centers
and health workers. During the second phase, the researchers collected cds®f€2
women and girls who were sex trafficked and then returned back to rehaiiltatiters in

Kathmandu.

Hennink and Simkhada found that the majority of sex-trafficking victims in thedy stere 13

to 18 years old when trafficked. In terms of the victims’ marital status, 30%mamied and

60% were unmarried. Also, 72.7% of the victims were Hindu, 77.2% did not have an education,
and only 15.3% had primary education. Among the victims, the majorities are from tie lowe
caste; only 16.8% of those who were trafficked belonged to the higher-caste. Ondindikey

was the girls were being trafficked by someone they knew. Spelifizal 7% of the victims

13



reported that they were trafficked by their relatives and 44% by someone tveyko were
not part of their family. This finding highlights the involvement of family membretsaifficking

of their own daughters.

Both direct and indirect trafficking methods were used by traffickerecbDirafficking involves
coercion and deception, whereby the traffickers trick girls into fake rgerriare them with city
life or abduct and then sell them directly to brothels. Indirect traffickingh@wother hand,
occurs as women and girls migrate to urban areas for work where theqlaieed and wind up
in sex trafficking. The majority of victims in this study identified urbagearas the hub for
recruiting girls for trafficking. Interviews also showed that women arsl migrated
independently or with family. More than half of girls in this study were lurel pridbmises of

employment. For instance, carpet factories have become a hub for énaffick

According to Hennink and Simkhada, the reintegration of the trafficked women antidragk

to the family or community is a very difficult process. The victims are ozg@by society due

to their involvement in sex work. Culturally, virginity at marriage is expectedoaofien.

Besides, even the woman’s family is likely to reject their reintegrats they fear that they will
be socially excluded from the community because of their daughter’s predicaihile many
women/girls who return to Nepal become involved into different activities, includamgage

and business, most of them go back to accepting prostitution because they are exdiueied by

families and communities and they need to sustain their livelihood.

In all, Hennink and Simkhada argue that the issue of trafficking must be examumesiicio-
cultural, gender roles, power differential and poverty aspects. Given the gaynpie¢he issues,

it Is necessary to adopt anti-trafficking strategies at various leéseth interventions should be

14



done a) at the community level, b) in urban areas where people migrate for worlkng) du
mobility such as migration or when at brothels and d) while women are moving baek to t

communities.

Research on trafficking in Nepal has also focus on health consequencesakirigafor its
victims. According to the study by Poudel and Carryer (2000), the girls or womerawiao c
back from Indian brothels were suffering from HIV/AIDS. In many caesgirls or women
were returned back to Nepal after the brothel keeper came to know about tlasie dis¢he
year 1998, Nepal's National Center for AIDS and STD Control reported 1175 cases of
HIV/AIDS. Organizations then estimated that almost 60-70 percent of gulsirey from
Indian brothels were infected by this disease. There is a lack of approptéate dtate how
many trafficked victims have HIV/AIDS as most cases are not recordsat even recognized

by the concerned authorities.

In explaining the situation of trafficked women, Sapana Pradhan Malla (2005) sufgests
trafficked victim’s experience is shaped by her multiple identitye @nd gender. She further
suggests that trafficking is an outcome of “an intersection between nadigkader
discrimination.” Both of these create “dynamics of power” wherein womeartdin races or
ethnic groups are more vulnerable. She also remarks that women from certain ethmiargr

often the target of trafficking, sexual slavery, or prostitution.

Similarly, in its National Report, ONRT (2008) suggests that multiple calrsgge and support
the trafficking of women in Nepal. The causes vary from culture to cultungyfeo family,
location etc. Organizations such as the Institute for Integrated Develoftuelies (1IDS) and

the United Nations Development Fund for Women (UNIFEM) categorize theses casgeot”
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and “immediate.” Root causes are associated with the structural factéresseconomy,
society, religion, culture, inequality, gender discrimination, etc., whem@agdiate causes are
associated with the family and its problems such as violence, rape, inceste deéagaration,

etc.

According to Rajbhandari (2008), class, caste, and gender discriminationrafestad in
different ways, including a limited access to education, skills training hheadt other basic
resources necessary for survival. A legal system based upon the patsardtale still denies
women the right to receive citizenship or a passport without the support of a mife fam
member. Caste-based division of labor and discrimination has even forced some wanhgpt t
a higher-caste just to fit in the work environment. For instance, lower-casteniame found to
change their caste to higher-caste in order to avoid discrimination at wglvskaRdari (2008),
in her article “Human trafficking in South Asia: A focus on Nepal," adds thahegex-
trafficking research has demonstrated that social exclusion based on gendsciaminditory

practices makes women more vulnerable to trafficking.

Rajbhandari (2008) postulates that social, economic, and geopolitical factarspamesible for
trafficking, which also includes the patriarchal structure that has strodgphatomen’s bodies

and work. Economic factors, such as a lack of job opportunities, have pushed many to the urban
areas. The other “push factor” she mentions is the discrimination that occamslies and
communities on basis of class, caste, ethnicity, or gender. Lower-eagtie pre looked down

upon and discriminated against. Even other research Rajbhandari observed revibas that
majority of trafficking survivors face discrimination on the basis of clagdsathnicity. One of

the “pull factors” the author describes as responsible for trafficking of huméms free market
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economy which has increased rural mobility. There is a demand for girls in @stearants,
clubs, and bars. Those who move from rural to urban area, and are in desperate need of work,

end up being sexually exploited.

Although the above studies provide a complex portrayal of the victims’ and suggesttihe’
experiences are being shaped by multiple discrimination, there is lack @fsstigi focus on
intersectional analysis of the organizational narratives. Since theok isflatudies focused on
my research interest, the themes indicating the images of the victims amdenfiotns of

discrimination will be used as a priori codes.

B. THEORETICAL FRAMEWORKS

Organizational Narratives

In general, narratives are casual stories constructed and told by variowes gemgbs,
organizations, workers, etc. These narratives are told as fiction or as fasietgenae of certain
issues concerning social life. According to Loseke (2007:665), “humans arne tdrawries so
narratives are evaluated as believable and important tend to be effectaeing gupport — for
a social cause, a social policy, or a consumer product.” Various stories draatedsand told.
But usually, narratives constructed by people in power or authority tend to beahdaeteive
more attention by evaluating it as believable and important. On the contraryrréte/es

constructed by marginalized people are often unheard (Loseke 2007).

According to Loseke (2007), narratives can be constructed at various levatsabfie such as
cultural, personal, organizational, and institutional. Cultural narrative idextood

representation of stories by disembodied actors such as media, activisisr @istance,
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Moldovian media create the images of sex trafficking victims as comnedibie are

“imported” and “exported” (Guzun 2008). While the cultural narratives may or mayapés
people’s lives, institutional narratives have ability to shape the soeialflithe people through
social policy. For instance, in the 1980s and 1990s, the institutional narratived tneateage
of African-American welfare recipients as over-fertile, lazygke, and so on. These narratives
then provided legitimacy to of the welfare policy that enforced individual respotysénilil
employment (Hancock 2004). Besides, the institutional narratives definedibémoblems,
discuss the problems and also identify the target population, who not only confront these
problems but are also considered worthy of the benefits. Narratives, in thistcasteestrain
the target population by assigning them into fixed categories as wortlunewadthy. For
example, the recipient who are considered worthy of welfare are oftecageigas poor and
those who do not fall in this category are considered unworthy of welfare (Loseke 26@7). T
personal narratives are the stories created by the social actors ttemmBelally, the
organizational narratives are created by the workers or organizations invallrggaviding

various social services to the needy people (Loseke 2007).

While the personal narratives are created by the victims themselves, atigaiznarratives are
created by the workers in process of identifying the victims. Personatinesrreflect the
victims’ own stories, whereas the organizational narratives refledtories told by the anti-
trafficking workers about the victims. In my study, | focus on organizatioerahtives as these
are created by organizations or workers in anti-trafficking programs #mutlients who are
victims of sex trafficking (Loseke 2007). According to Loseke (2007), while providingss,
organizations go through the procedure of identifying the client and their needs.protgss,

the workers construct unique images of the clients. These images (or naatiaeters) are
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based on the client characteristics, their problems and what they need. Suchalsag&form
policies which contribute to shaping of organizational programs and services (R@aKeFor
instance, the organizational narratives may inform organizational policy thabthesexual
youth are emotionally, socially and psychologically at risk. Such policy shhpgrograms and
services for homosexual youth by focusing more on issues that is informed layrttesas
(Mayberry 2006). Thus, organizational narratives play important role in shapingriiees of

the organizations.

Intersectionality

In the 1960s and 1970s, the modern U.S. women’s movement raised the issues of gender
oppression and inequalities. At the same time, women of color challenged feh@nrses that
examined only one dimension of inequality- gender. According to women of color, aratequ
feminist theory should examine the combined effects of race, class, and gendssiopgr
(Landry 2007). Since then many feminist scholars have embraced the notion of ioieatgct
and its contributions to our understanding of “the relationship between multiple cmsens

social relation and social identities” (McCall 2005:1771).

Although intersectionality theory has gained momentum in recent yeamnstiag has been
embedded in the earlier writings of African-American scholars like Anna Goloper who has
critically analyzed gender and race in her work. In her wark¢ice from SouthCooper
projects ideas based on women’s experiences, their social location, privilegegpesssions (
May 2004). In her writings, she describes encountering two restrooms \aligddéirig, one
stating “For Ladies” and the other “For Colored People.” She was aware thathéhiormer

applied to white women, the latter applied to black men. Her own identity as a bizalk f@as
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invisible (Cooper 1988). In her remarks, Cooper states that women of color occupying uni
positions are confronted by two questions or problems caused by their gender anderzsdia

(Cooper 1988).

It was Crenshaw who coined the term “intersectionality” to explain theteffeace and gender
in women'’s lives. She used a traffic intersection metaphor to explain how gendacand
intersect and cause multiple levels of oppression in women’s experienceh@@rar$91).
Specifically, in this metaphor, different forms of discrimination, such as gaceler, and class,
are viewed as roads that structure the social, economic, and political agpeatsen’s lives.
The oppressive relations that result in disempowerment travel through thése Asathey
travel, they often overlap and create intersections. Women who inhabit thesecii@s must

negotiate the “traffic” that flows through to avoid injuries (as described tey Pa@04).

Intersectional theory focuses on the notion of simultaneity. According to this notraterge

class, and race cannot be separated as they create interlocking insfpapitessions. “Gender,
class and race are salient characteristics of each individual tobat@excy the individual into

every interaction or experience” (Landry 2007:11). However, these chasacsemay differ
according to the different situations. According to King (1988:48), such chastctevary
depending upon the group under study. In some cases, one of the characteristics, suigr,as ge
may be more significant whereas in some, class might be more signi@odlints (1993:560-

61) states that all the characteristics may not be equally visible butllthey present as
“categories of analysis” in analyzing the experience of the individuah. &d Dill (1996:326-

27) argue that based on particular social location, the experience of thesgalfistic is

different for different individuals. Thus, an analysis of particular group or indivisluaore
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definite when various categories of oppression such as race, gender, clastg, agestudied
together. This allows the researcher to get more accurate picturepobbiem (Murphy-Erby et
al 2009). According to Lorber (1998), “gender is constructed by a range ddakiag
inequalities.” Therefore defining the subordination or experience of women has to keaiane

with other categories such as race, class, age, etc. (Murphy-Erby 2009).

In this context, it should be noted that identities such as race, gender, and class dainot rem
fixed. For instance, Weber (1998) posits that identity markers are soca#tructed and
contextual and their meaning changes over time. According to Weber, the mafadiergfity
markers emerges out of the group’s struggle in which one group subordinates the otlner over t
available resources. Thus, the meaning of markers helps to explain how one can be

“discriminated against” or be the subject of “discrimination” (Weber 1998).

Importantly, although these identity markers are often used in research,thesalmarkers

play the same role across different societies (Manuel 2006). Depending otutiesoha

society, other identity markers, such as caste, ethnicity, or nationabtafé&ct people’s
experiences and identities (Rao and Kelleher 2001). Although intersectiquudity that the
multiple layered identities create unique human experience, it should not be assuroed'sha
burden increases as the number of identity markers increases. Insteagltioteakty asserts

that different combinations of identity markers produce a distinct expetieacggerson’s life
(AWID 2004).In addition, identity markers contribute to social inequalities (King 1988; Landry
2007). Social inequalities are results of unequal distribution of resources. Peopterare of
deprived from gaining equal access to certain resources, positions, or sesviceg occupy

certain ranks in the society (Kerbo 2003). The intersectional approach cdarthbeeused in
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identifying and analyzing the social inequalities or multiple forms of dmseation confronted

by marginalized groups of people (Chrenshaw 1994).

Managing and employing intersectionality in studying multiple dimensiose®él inequality is
a complex process. To overcome these complexities, McCall (2005:1773) defined three
approaches, anti-categorical, intra-categorical, and inter-catalgoeoiconduct intersectional
studies. The anti-categorical approach rejects the idea of analytegbaation of race, class,
gender, and sexuality. The anti-categorical approach deconstructsrtbbgiea categories and
focuses on heterogeneity of social groups. McCall suggests that suchtdetmmshelps in

diminishing inequality to bring positive social change (2005).

The second approach that McCall discusses is the intra-categorical apptroa@pproach
focuses on particular social groups who are located at neglected points of ticie®écCall
2005:1774). The intra-categoriaproach studies single grouggoss intersectional
categories. When defining the parameters of the analysis, at leasitésia are selected to
determine the groups on which this approach will focus. For example, a singleofjreomen
can be studied across multiple categories of class, age, race, andysexdaliine the
experiences of women at particular social locations. In simpler termescategorical analysis
allows us to study a single group at a particular social location, which isdshaparious

categories of identity markers (McCall 2005:1784-1786).

Moving on to the last approach, the inter-categorical approach requires “provisdinélon
and use of existing analytical categories to empirically documenoredaip of inequality
between social groups and changing configurations of inequality along multiple ahctioonf

dimension% (McCall 2005:1773)To put it differently, the inter-categorical approach measures
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inequalities across the existing social groups (McCall 2005:1785). In tlesldiesent social
groups are compared across various intersectional categories. Faranstarcan take caste
groups such as high caste and low caste, and compare and contrast them across various

intersectional categories, such as class, gender, age, sexualitylegall 2005).

Based on theoretical framework of organizational narratives and interséttjdnaill examine
how the workers portray their clients. Further, | will examine if the worlearsgnize the
multiple level of oppression experienced by the victims. Conducting such an interakcti
analysis of the organizational narratives developed by anti-sex traffialarkers is critical
given the fact that the narratives influence organizational policies whiaomimaffect programs
and services provided to the victims (Loseke 2007). Further, | employ Mc@adisciategorical
analysis as it allows me to examine if the organizational narrativesialsify multiple groups

including lower-caste and higher-caste women.
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. METHODS

A. EPISTEMOLOGICAL PERSPECTIVE

This study focuses on the organizational narratives that construct the imagesgraffecking
victims who are currently working in the Nepalese entertainment sectaifisplly those who
are located at the intersection of multiple dimensions of inequality. In thig, $task “In
general, how do the organizational narratives portray the victims of segkirajf? Do these
narratives recognize the intersectional locations occupied by the victdng ges, what are the
various intersectional categories of discrimination identified by trevs in their

organizational narratives?”

Since | am not aware of previous research on this topic, | designed my staidlgxaploratory
research project (Babbie 2004), in which | examined organizational narrativésictatsby
workers participating in anti-trafficking programs in Nepal. In otdestudy these narratives, |
employed qualitative research methods. Qualitative methods allow regsdachidy small
groups and acquire intimate information instead of drawing samples fromtifeepopulation
(Ambert, Anne-Marrie; Patricia A. Adler, Peter Adler and Daniel F. Det¥886). Furthermore,
| employed intensive interviews as a data-gathering method for this bitehsive interviews
are very helpful in collecting data from a small pool of respondents (espegiaily study,
where the number of respondents is eight). Furthermore, it allows in-depthagigplaf the
topic by interviewing the respondents who have extensive information on the rek=search
topic (Charmaz 2006). In-depth interviews allow the respondents to share steetkshdseir

day-to-day experiences (Charmaz 2006). Particularly in my study, the resfsohdee
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extensive information on the victims of internal sex trafficking in Nepal andstihare the

victims’ stories based on their daily experiences.

B. BACKGROUND

Over the years, the Nepalese sex-trafficking trends have changeddlottxternal trafficking
to Indian brothels, sex trafficking has shifted to internal traffickingpiwiNepal’s entertainment
establishments, such as massage parlors, dance restaurants, cabin estéurBoring my
work for the Nepali Non-Government Organizations (NGOs) SAATHI and Change, Mdpeh

| undertook between 2005 and 2007, | observed that most of the massage parlors and cabin
restaurants offered sex-related services. Most of these establishntkab®bafour to six girls
working for them. Many girls that | met during this period disclosed thatwees working
willingly at the entertainment establishments. But after my secordrdmheeting with the girls,
a very different story emerged. The girls shared that they wer@lindeceived by their cousins
or friends working in the entertainment sector. The girls were lured with gbauffers and
brought to the city. Once they came to the city, the girls were put to work in dreaemhent

sector where they became victims of the sex trade.

During this period, | met a girl named Kamala (pseudonym). Kamala had bdangiarthe
massage parlor for two years. She told me that she was initially broughttoad¢alu by her

aunt, who promised her a good job and a good life. Later, she was forced into prostitution. She
served about 5-7 clients a day. Her earnings were not bad but, ironically,ateegamtrolled by

her aunt. Kamala’s story was not uncommon. Many other girls | met in vari@sageaparlors

and cabin restaurants shared similar stories. Common elements appeariingtortes were
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deception, sexual exploitation, and lack of choice. Thus, my exposure to the issue of sex

trafficking has motivated me to study this subject.

Additionally, over the last decades, the topic of sex trafficking has atrdmettention of
philanthropists, feminists, social activists, donor agencies, researahefeoat Nepal as well as
from other countries. However, extant studies have not been able to capture theoimages
victims constructed by the workers participating in anti-traffickingg@ms. In other words, the

narratives constructed by workers have not been covered in earlier research

In Nepal, more than fifty NGOs are currently engaged in anti-traffickrograms (McNeill
2008). These organizations are found to be involved in advocating women'’s rights, providing
prevention and intervention programs, and providing services such as shelter andagtabilit
to the victims of sex trafficking, along with various skill development prograhes eXisting
programs and services are implemented based on the perception that sex gaésikis from
gender discrimination and that women need to be economically empowered. Thisasethe ¢
despite the fact that the idea of multiple forms of discrimination was wilityssed during the
Fourth World Conference on Women (1995) in Beijing. Nepal was one of participating
countries. The issue of multiple discriminations has also been raised in Nepah lagasts
(Malla 2005) and researchers (Bishwakarma 2006; Shrestha 2006). However, it dgidhes
notion of multiple forms of discrimination has rarely informed the nature of tiverafficking
programs and services implemented by the NGOs in Nepal. Thus, the issue of whether
intersectional awareness of sex trafficking exists in the orgamedtharratives motivated me to

pursue the present research.
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C. RESPONDENT SELECTION

| used purposive sampling to select my respondents. Lincoln and Guba (1985) suggest that
purposive sampling is useful in those cases when we have an idea about our population and the
purpose of the study. Babbie defines purposive sampling as “a type of non-probabjlipgam

in which you select the units to be observed on the basis of your own judgment about which ones
will be the most useful or representative” (2004: 183). Furthermore, accordintjdo 2802),
purposive sampling allows the researcher to acquire an in-depth understarsiirajl @groups

of people whose knowledge is rich relative to defining the issues that meet the pimase

study. In this context, purposive sampling best suits my study as it allows tmdyemall

group of respondents and, at the same time, to acquire rich information.

In order to select my respondents, | used two types of purposive sampling stratetgieon
sampling and snowball sampling (Patton 2002). Criterion sampling involves selecting
respondents that meet certain criteria (“A set of predetermined drastcs of the respondent

is identified for the in-depth interview”) (Patton 2002:238). For instance, in my shely, t
predetermined character of respondents includes: i) respondents with theneepei@orking

with the victims of internal sex trafficking for a minimum of six monthstaspondents such as
outreach workers, counselors and officers (who maintain direct contact withtines\o€ sex
trafficking on a daily basis); iii) respondents who are also involved in idemgitiie victims’
problems and providing various solutions and services to them; and iv) respondents who are

involved in representing the victims and their narratives.

The second strategy | used in selecting my respondents was snowball saSrgingall

sampling is used for locating information-rich respondents (Patton 2002:237). In snowball
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sampling, information-rich respondents are found by asking someone else wlah has
information about the issue or who knows other people involved in the issue. The snowball
process begins with identifying a person who has such information and asking themiftp ident

others who have similar information. The chain continues and the sample gets biggggand bi

For my study, | communicated with the program coordinator of Change Nepal. Fron him,
acquired information regarding possible respondents. He referred me to twoestdféra
working at Change Nepal. | contacted them and later interviewed them fauthys ©ne of the
respondents from Change Nepal referred me to another worker at Helpline. The same
respondent also referred me to yet another worker from Sakthi Samuha. texmbatat
interviewed both workers. Furthermore, | came in contact with the prograucfircator of
Saathi. She referred me to one of the outreach workers working for this orgemikatso
called and interviewed her. The outreach worker further referred me to otemibirkers at

Saathi. | was also able to contact and interview all of them.

The respondents for my studies are outreach workers, counselors, and field/stfmEwvisors

working for NGOs such as Saathi, Change Nepal, Helpline, and Shakti Sa@utiaach

* Saathi (http://www.saathi.org.npias been implementing cross-border anti-trafficking

programs since 2003. It has, also, been working in another program that is focusedran creat
safe working conditions for women and girls working in the entertainment sebtmg€ Nepal

(http://www.changenepal.org.ngias also been working in the entertainment sector since 2003.

It is basically focused on self-employment and educational programsdeBg€ihange Nepal
also provides health aid to sex workers. With the experience of running vigilansceeseuing
and providing shelter to the victims of sex trafficking, Helpline is now involvedsmga
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workers are the first persons to come in contact with the victims. Outreakérs/orake door-
to-door visits to cabin restaurants and massage parlors. They disseminatetioforagarding
the organization’s programs and services. At the same time, they acquireatidarabout the
girls who are working in the entertainment establishments. Using guidphoasied by their
NGOs, after a few visits, the outreach workers identify the specific indigauab should use
the services and programs provided by the NGOs. The outreach workerdalsctiens to the

counselors.

After the victims have been identified and referrals made, the counselorsntoroeritact with
sex-trafficking victims at the counseling center. Counselors recordcisisges of each victim.
Counselors deal with the psychological, emotional, and other problems experienced by t
victims. Counselors are in regular contact with the victims and they maintaitedet
information about the victims and their experiences. Unlike outreach workers, thelosudse
not necessarily visit the establishments. They make field visits only whéms/mannot make it

to the counseling center.

Other respondents, such as field officers or supervisors, are stationedféitésebut they make
frequent visits to the entertainment establishments as well as to thaf§iekitrg victim-
oriented training centers. Field officers collect field reports andldétaformation on the

victims from outreach workers and counselors. Subsequently, they submit their @fwets t

awareness within the entertainment sector. Shakti Samuha (http://www amalkigs org.npis

another NGO represented by a respondent. Shakti Samuha was establishedain®@6/by
victims who survived sex trafficking. Currently, it provides services to thengotvho are
affected by external and internal sex trafficking.
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project head. Sometimes victims’ problems need specific attention. In ses) fiald officers

make face-to-face contact with the victims to take care of the issue.

In sum, the respondents in my study are middle-level NGO personnel who work cldbelyewi
victims and anti-trafficking organizations. They occupy an important position betile

victims and the organization; they have ample information regarding both thesvastarhow
the anti-trafficking organizations work. In their professional capadigyréspondents also
represent the victims and articulate problems faced by the victims to #ieéeowbrld, including
the anti-trafficking organizations and the external entities such agveengnent, the media, the
public, and donor agencies. To identify and/or to represent the victims, these worlgtrsat

specific narratives characterizing both the victims and their situations.

D. DATA COLLECTION

The data for this research came from interviews with eight respondentslimgcfour

counselors, two outreach workers, and two field officers/supervisors. Out of eightnendf

the respondents was male, while the remaining seven respondents were fenilaldy,Shree

of the respondents represented higher castes while the remaining fiwenepdeother

indigenous or ethnic groups. In order to represent my respondents in the discus$gion se
pseudonyms are given to each respondent. The interviews were conducted via telepadee.
long-distance calls to Nepal. Each interview lasted from one hour to ninety mingefssT

few phone calls to each respondent were devoted to building a rapport so that they would be
comfortable during the interview. | also asked them for the convenient day andtithe f
interview. In addition, | requested that they would be available for one to two hours on the

interview day because long-distance calls are not always easy to aanipletrespondents were
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also asked to provide interviews from a location where they would not be interrupted. Some
respondents took the phone calls in their offices while others spoke from home, depending on

where they felt comfortable.

Some respondents were at first confused about the interview and asked me to provjge a sam

of questions. In order to make them feel comfortable with the interview prosess,the

implied consent text along with a sample of my questions. On the day of the inténeked

to my respondents about issues of confidentiality and their rights (see attatbened

consent”). The interviews were conducted from June 2009 until November 2009. The interviews
were audiotaped with respondents’ permission. Interview questions were tyigingéen in

English and subsequently translated into Nepali during the interviews. The wieweze then

transcribed verbatim and translated back into English (see attached &meuide”).

In my interviews, | used open-ended questions. Open-ended questions are used to give
respondents opportunities to provide their own answers. Such questions are usually asked whe
rich information is required (Babbie 2004:245). Open-ended questions helped me in gaining
detailed information regarding the narratives that workers constructedtabowdients. The
open-ended questions focused mainly on two issues. The first set of questions dealt wit
respondents’ work experiences, programs and services provided to sex-trafficking, how

the respondents deal with sex-trafficking victims, efforts to recognizepinafic needs of

victims based on their caste, etc. To acquire this information | asked questions:si@d@nayou

share your work experience regarding the sex-trafficking victims yooustered in the last six

months? How do you handle the victims? What kind of program does the organization have for
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the victims of sex trafficking? Is there any effort by the organizatioedognize the needs of

victims who are facing discrimination based on caste?”

The second set of questions dealt with the information that the workers have about the sex
trafficking victims based on their work-related experiences. Some & tjuestions are general,
seeking the basic information regarding sex trafficking victims; othestigms were designed to
acquire information regarding workers’ knowledge of the various levels of oppressi
confronted by sex-trafficking victims. To receive such information | askefbtiogving
guestions: “Can you tell me about their experiences at their present job? Deetiinaf they
are pressured at work? What is a typical day at work like for them? Do thesvietirpjou what
they like the best about their job? What do they like least about their work? blave y
encountered cases where victims or their families have faced privilegémiistion based on

caste? Can you tell me about such incidents?"

The data collected in the interview process allowed me to understand the ovagallohsex-
trafficking victims as portrayed by the anti-trafficking workers inttloeganizational narratives.
Discrimination/privilege-based questions further allowed me to understandnbtkers
identified various categories of discrimination in constructing the images ofciresi Such
guestions helped me to understand if the workers’ organizational narratives included

intersectional components.

E. DATA ANALYSIS

The open-ended questions extracted stories which were rich inTdetadata were further
categorized into codes. Coding is the process by which large chudksacare labeled with a

shorter name that describes the meaning of the data. Codes tdose to the data, enable the
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researcher to understand the meaning of the data, and tell thehles&ehat is happening in the
data (Charmaz 2006; Babbie 2004). According to Bryant and Charmaz (200ing helps the
researcher give a concept to the data. However, | used a funnebap@nd applied priori
codes informed by the literature on sex trafficking. Next, lyamea the data line-by-line to look
for themes that appeared in earlier studies. At this poinsol labked for the emergent themes

(Charmaz 2006).

Specifically, during the very first stage of codiagpriori codes were used to confirm previous
themes that appeared in the literature reviews and the theoreticaivfydmeirst, | examined

the findings of these previous studies and found that concepts such as deception, emotional
detachment, agency, etc. were used to describe sex trafficking. Second, keords i
discrimination, inequalities, oppression, etc. were establishagasri codes from the

theoretical framework.

Moving to the second stage of codiagpriori codes were applied in analyzing the transcribed
data line by line. Any data carrying themes similar to the earlier stuwdiee identified. That is,
some of thea priori codes were also confirmed in the interviews. First, | examined the
transcribed data to see if it mirrored themes from earlier litexaliuit did, | identified that data

by using ara priori code. For instance, the lines “but do not tell the village girls that they work
in a cabin” from transcribed data and the line “Direct trafficking involeesaon and

deception, whereby the traffickers trick girls” from the literafuooth represent the idea of
“deception.” So such data which represents themes from the literature isl baiibla concept

that synthesizes the notion of “deception”. Similarly, concepts such as lure, episéation,
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mobility, someone they know, etc. are used as causal conditions for traffigkingde eight

workers. At this stage the data are identified and coded line by lina priori codes.

Besides, there are other data which are not identifiedpa®ri codes. Such data represent new
concepts, which | categorized as my emergent codes. Data such as “Saudicted to
drinking and smoking” represent a new concept and are therefore labeledenntnt code

“habituated.” Likewise, segregation, support siblings’ education, etc, repesergent codes.

After the data were analyzed line by line watlpriori codes, the codes were identified as
focused codes to represent a larger segment of data illustrating sivaitegs. According to
Charmaz (2006), focused codes are used “to capture, synthesize and understand” the main
themes from line-by-line codes. Focused codes explain larger segmentdatthBhe most
significant theme or repeated codes from line-by-line coding are orgamszecused codes
(Charmaz 2006). In my analysis, line-by-line codes were incorporated into onedangse to
represent a large segment of data. For instance, pheri code “abuse,” derived from extant
literature, is also identified when analyzed line by line. Furthermore, “almiatso identified as

one focused code to represent a large section of data with similar meanings.

In all, focused codes which include batlpriori codes and emergent codes grasp how the
organizational narratives portray the sex workers as victims (such as poor, Mdargge,
deception, lack of knowledge, denial, oppression, commodities, etca piheri, focused, and
emergent codes were further examined to see if they recognize vaterggdtional categories.
In doing this, the codes representing themes such as gender discriminatediscashination,
oppression, exploitation, etc, were examined to detect the presence of mulg{defe

discrimination. This allowed an analysis of whether the workers’ magsaidentified one
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dimension of inequality (such as gender or caste only) or if they identifiechtreatives based

on intersectional categories of inequality, such as gender and caste.

Finally, to understand the frequency of certain codes in the interviewgd iistin Excel®
spreadsheet treepriori codes and focused codes. All of the respondents were listed across, six
of the respondents identified sex-trafficking as a way to achieve “ecomoatuility,” and this is

also discussed in the literature on sex trafficking.
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V. FINDINGS

All the names used in this chapter are pseudonyms given to maintain the configaiting
respondents. Here, the findings of this study are grouped into two categoiegegaming to
one of two research questions. The first is “How do the organizational narrativey plogtr
victims of sex trafficking?” The second is “Do these narratives recognizetérsectional
locations occupied by the victims and, if yes, what are the various intersectitegories of
discrimination identified by the workers in their organizational narre2ivBased on these
guestions, the findings are categorized as: A. Organizational Narrativ@odralyal of Sex

Trafficking Victims; B. Intersectional Organizational Narratives

A. ORGANIZATIONAL NARRATIVES AND PORTRAYAL OF SEX TRAFFICK ING

VICTIMS

In narrating the story of victims of internal sex trafficking, all of the-aafficking workers

portray the victims as having been “lured” into the entertainment sector rhgsggmeone

they know.” Various incentives, such as a well-paid job, good food and clothes, a comfortable,
urban life, access to schooling, etc., are used by traffickers to lure theé~ginin the eight
interviews | conducted, the term “lure” was brought up 30 times and the traffiekselescribed

as being “someone they (the victims) know” 24 times. These issues are alsseatisousarlier
studies by Hennink and Simkhada (2004) and Kapur (2008). Outreach worker Suresh shares:
“Those who come to the valley lured by friends or relatives end up in the enteriasentor; |
consider them to be internally trafficked.” Similarly, counselor Nura say$Thretfickers are

[the victim’s] own relative or some acquaintance”.
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The anti-trafficking workers also think that the victims are “deceivedidnple from their own
community. The word “deceive” appears 14 times in eight of the interviearsgducted. | also
found the word “deceive” in earlier studies by ILO (2001, 2002) and Hennink and Simkhada

(2004). Regarding deception in internal trafficking, counselor Prabi explains:

They go to the village and tell the other girls that there is good wcitke city: “If you
come | will arrange good work for you.” These girls lure the village girls. And the village
girls trust them and run away from home. They come to the citytheadlame friend and
this friend puts the girl from the village to such work.

All anti-trafficking workers, in this interview, say that victims areail/ “unaware of the
exploitation.” ILO (2001), in depicting cases of external sex traffickiagews that victims are
not aware of the nature of the work. A similar theme is explored in a study b{gQ0d2 a) that
discusses cases of internal sex trafficking. In my study, all affickiag workers share that the
victims are unaware of the nature of the work. The victims know that they wilbbeng in the
entertainment sector, but they are not aware of the exploitation that takesyithin the
entertainment sector. In my research, the term “unaware of the etipiditaas brought up 16
times during interviews with the anti-trafficking workers. The antfitlang workers’

narratives describe victims who have come into the entertainment sector ta hvake.
Although the victims are identified as being there of their own free with(tkie victims
assuming that the job is based on customer service), they have no idea about tha@xhaitat

takes place inside the entertainment sector. Counselor Bina explains:

They are there of their own will but without knowing about cabin restausamdsdance
restaurants. They are there to earn money. The environment out threregeod. They
do not know that they have to maintain various sexual relations.

Similarly, the term “abuse” is presented 17 times in the interviews, whitenme*exploitation”
is presented 32 times. The terms “abuse” and “exploitation” are also found &n stutlies by
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ILO (2002a, 2002b), Cameron (2008), Sanghera (2005) and Konard (2008). In analyzing the
organizational narratives, with one exception, | found the remaining atitcknad workers
portray the victims as being “abused” and “exploited.” Abuse and exploitation atdiéttas
occurring slowly. First the girls are brought to work as helpers and theloarg pushed to
entertain male clients. During the process of entertaining clientsirkharg abused and
exploited by their male clients and ultimately forced to have sex, reportafitking workers.

Regarding abuse and exploitation, counselor Nura shares that:

They have to fulfill customers’ demands. Some customers mayoofi@mout with them.
Some customers ask to have sexual relations with them, even whelo thetylike it.

Some customers even abuse the girls, and some girls are verbally alhiisedalking

down the road.

According to the organizational narratives in my study, “labor exploitatioalss experienced
by the victims. The victims often end up giving huge shares of their earningsdmployer or
owner of the establishment in question. Outreach worker Mala notes that the tiidsex trade
get only 25% of their earnings, while the remaining 75% is taken by their empltngeissue of
“labor exploitation” is also found to be discussed in earlier studies such a20DD &nd 2002

b).

Likewise, the issue of “mobility” is found to be discussed in earlier studies. ILO 2002 (
represents mobility in the cases of child prostitutes in Nepal, and studiepby(BR808) and
Konard (2008) use this issue to discuss the limited rights of women. In my stadgdithe
majority (5 out of 8) of the anti-trafficking workers to use the term “mobBitiydiscuss the
movement of victims in and out of the entertainment sector. The term “mobilbbydught up

13 times in the interviews by the anti-trafficking workers. The victims’ itgls$ not confined
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or controlled. Counselor Nura shares that the victims of internal traffickingpafesld captive,

as in the case of external trafficking. Nura further shares:

In India, it is required to live inside the brothel. There is #elitlifference seen here.
Here [Kathmandu] one can move freely. They are required to stay invbrdy they are
on a customer’s time, or else they are free. That is the reasomheyylo not feel that
they are victims of trafficking.

However, three of the anti-trafficking workers in this study have idedtifie victims as
experiencing slave-like conditions. This theme is represented 6 times durintetiieeivs. The
“slave-like” conditions identified by some anti-trafficking workers includedpeonfined within
the entertainment sector (until the full value of the damaged merchandise isepaictims are
forced to remain within the entertainment sector and work for the owner), and/oképiras
an illegitimate wife through fake marriage, etc. “Slavery” is alsguised in earlier studies by
ILO (2001) to indicate the slave-like conditions of girls trafficked to Indiail&ity, in another

study by ILO (2002 b,) the slave-like conditions of boys trafficked to India aceisked.

In my study, | also found that the organizational narratives portray the victibesinvolved in
selling sex. Earlier studies by ILO (2001, 2002 a) also present a similar. tAkmithe anti-
trafficking workers in my study say that girls working in the entertamnsector are involved in
“sex work.” The girls are forced to fulfill the sexual desire of their nochénts. Field officer
Mira says that the majority of massage parlors are engulfed by prostitutiotiheh outreach
worker adds that, within cabin restaurants, there is a high demand for sexutyl. atte term
“sex work” is presented 27 times throughout the interviews. Half (4) of the affiltking
workers also note that the girls involved in this industry exhibit themselves imexexgling
clothing and glossy make-up to attract male clients. This portrayal isssepr& times in the

interviews.
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The organizational narratives also present the victims of sex traffickihgoang” “village”
“girls” of lower “socioeconomic status.” This ideas is also prevalent ineeatiudies such as
ILO (2001), Hennink and Simkhada (2004), ILO (2002a) and ILO (2002 b). Except for one
respondent, 7 out of 8 anti-trafficking workers in this study present the victibesrgsof a
young age. The majority of the victims are identified to be thirteen to tvieetyears of age.
Very few victims are identified to be above twenty-five years of age.réoapto the workers’
narratives, younger girls are more in demand. The issue of victims’ youtimigietke20 times

throughout the interviews. Counselor Kriti shares:

They are usually from thirteen to twenty-six years of age. ¥ésvygirls are thirteen
years of age, maybe two or three of them. But the maximum age raoges f
seventeen/eighteen to twenty/twenty-two years of age.

All of the anti-trafficking workers identify the victims as coming from hivédlages,”
especially from those villages which are near Kathmandu and are densely gbpylatanang
communities, but which lack basic amenities such as roads, electric powenieéach worker
Mala says that “Most of the girls are from Nuwakot, Chitwan and Dhading.” From the
interviews, | found that the issue of girls coming from rural “villagedir@ught up 22 times by
the respondents. The anti-trafficking workers also share that victimsitive wegregated
communities back home. Half of the anti-trafficking workers say that hicgste communities
and lower-caste communities are physically segregated. Antelaifj workers note that
higher-caste communities have access to all the necessary rescongearéd to Tamang
communities, which are deprived of all the basic amenities). Such segneigatiearly visible
in the villages of Sindupalckhowk, Makawanpur, Ramachhape, etc. Urmila shares one of he

field visit experiences: “When we went for a field visit, we found that the mgnaglage is
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segregated from the Brahmin village. There is a huge difference betvesenro

communities.”

In terms of socioeconomic status, | found that the organizational narrativey plogtractims as
“poor” 34 times and as “uneducated” 39 times throughout the interviews (compared to
“unemployed,” which is mentioned 12 times). All of the anti-trafficking workengly believe
that the victims come to the entertainment sector due to poverty. Counselor Besatshar
“Some victims are so poor that they do not have sufficient resources to make didecght
Another issue associated with the victims depicted by the majority dfraffittking workers in
this study is that of lack of education. Outreach worker Urmila says that, cahtpdoeys, girls
are less likely to be sent to school. Another worker, counselor Prabi, says thawersid have
even a primary-level schooling. She further adds that “Most never went to schooépt Eor
one respondent, all of the other anti-trafficking workers in this interview répairthe victims
were either unemployed or working menial jobs prior to coming into the enteetatirs@ctor.
The possibility of getting a job, making money, and being independent is whatagirkcto

the entertainment sector, say the anti-trafficking workers.

In narrating the victims’ stories, the anti-trafficking workers prefi@awictims as having an
unsatisfactory family life. Some are in the entertainment sector bechosming from a “poor
family” or a “large family”, and some because of domestic violencémias theme is echoed
in various studies by ILO (2001, 2002 a, 2002 b). Although poverty is not clearly defined or
identified by the anti-trafficking workers, all of the anti-traffickingnkers in my research
represent victims as coming from poor families; a few of the respondents stutly said that

although some victims’ families may own some land, the income from agricultureaaowagh
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to sustain all family members. The majority (5 out of 8) of the anti-traffickiodkers share that
the victims usually come from large families. “They have a minimunveftb seven members
in their family. Due to the many members in the family, it is difficult to proadafficient
amount of food or clothes for all,” shares field officer Mira. | found the term “lengdy” to be
brought up 6 times by the respondents, compared to “poverty” which was brought up 34 times.
A few (3 out of 8) anti-trafficking workers in this study also recognizemitas facing
domestic violence. Counselor Nura shares that “Good family environments, sucheasithos
no domestic violence, with good relations among parents and children, in such fanmées¢he
lesser chances of being affected by trafficking.” Likewise, 4 out of 8 airtharafficking
workers share that victims tend to come from single or separated (parah&sfamfrom

families with stepparent. The issue of “domestic violence” is brought up onlye6,tishile the

issue of single parents or stepparents is brought up 6 times throughout the isterview

The anti-trafficking workers, in their organizational narratives, alsceshat most of the

victims’ families are unaware of the exploitation that occurs in the airterént sector. In the
eight interviews | conducted, | found the issue of the “obliviousness of famibid® presented

10 times by four of the anti-trafficking workers. One of the earlier sttli€s2002 b)

discussed families not being aware of the slave-like conditions (in the casesatrafiicking).

The narratives in this study recognize that the majority of the familieaale that their

daughter is working in the entertainment sector. What they do not know is the exterdtto whi
their daughters are exploited. In this study, field officer Mira expl&iasTheir families do not
know what sort of work they do but they send their daughter along with villagers who cckne ba
from the city.” Similarly, counselor Bina shares that “In some cases, pdnemng) them to work.

But they do not know about the restaurant. They just bring them thinking that their davitjhter
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get a job.” Only one of the anti-trafficking workers did not say much on this ishiseworker
said that although victims’ families have all the information about what goesiole ithe
entertainment sector, they still send their daughter to work to support the tresstarhily.
Outreach worker Urmila shares that “In some case parents do know that theiedaught
working in a cabin, yet they come to collect money every month to meet theghlobdis

expenses.”

According to the respondents, the victims’ families are unaware of the axiploibecause

victims do not share information about their work or the about the exploitation that goes on in
the entertainment sector. About seven of the anti-trafficking workersashas information in

their narratives. Counselor Bina notes: “Almost 90% of the girls do not tell tingilyfenat they

work in such a restaurant.” Another worker, Mala, says that “They do not reveal tpaieits

that they are doing such work. They tell them that they are working in &gafactory.” This

issue of denial is brought up seven times throughout the interviews. This theme was nat found i

the earlier studies.

In my study, | also found that the organizational narratives further portrayctivas of sex
trafficking to as having “psychological issues.” In the interviewsnducted, about 5 out of 8
anti-trafficking workers share that the victims have various “psychologsaés,” including
stress, fear, and anxiety. This issue is also present in earlier stu@e?00lL, 2002 b). These
“psychological issues” were referred to 9 times in the interviews | céadiuthe victims are
reported to have lower self-esteem and are described as mentally distimbdedttims are

sometimes in need of psychiatric therapy. Counselor Bina shares:
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Some have psychological problems and are in need of counseling; they come with
various problems. Some are mistreated by their husband, physically abusedgsbm
abused by owners or customers while working at the entertainment sEatng
various problems they come here.

All of the anti-trafficking workers identify the victims as undergoing “pues$at work. In eight
of the interviews, | found the issue of “pressure” to be presented 14 times. Theegtesgir
more money from male clients, the pressure to look good and entice the maletbieents
pressure to consume more alcohol to increase the bill, the pressure to work dussgeliae
are among the most common work pressures that anti-trafficking workers drsthesis
narratives. In earlier studies (ILO 2001; ILO 2002 a), “pressure” wassepted as “peer-
pressure” or “force.” The earlier studies did not discuss the issue of pressuvayritat is

similar to what | found in my research.

| also found that, in their narratives, the anti-trafficking workers talk abeut¢rbal threats that
the victims face. About 3 out of 8 anti-trafficking workers share that the victites face
“threats” from employers, boyfriends, clients, or villagers. This isspedsented 8 times in the
interviews | have conducted. In a study by ILO (2002 b), “threats” are figeindis occurring
during the initial stage of trafficking, not during the work period. In my studyathi@e usually
associated with unveiling the victims’ work identity to the public Fifty petr¢4) of the anti-
trafficking workers did not talk about such threats in their narratives, whilamn&afficking
workers did not see victims as confronting such threats and, thus, representsrtiseagdieing

free from such threats.

Despite all these issues, the victims continue to work in the entertainment €ectoselor
Urmila notes that, the shorter the victims are exposed to the entertainmenttiectasier it is

in rescuing them from such exploitative work. The longer the victims work in thessnheent
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sector, the more they become used to the environment. | found this idea to be expressed 4 ti
in my interview by two of the anti-trafficking workers. This theme is not foundhilee studies.

Counselor Urmila further explains:

What happens is if the girls are new to cabin restaurants, like 1 to
6 months, then it is easy to withdraw them from this environment, progidang and

give them job placement. The girls are also able to thrive in a new work environment. But
those sisters who have been working in the entertainment sectolofugex period, they

get used to all things in cabin restaurant such as alcohol, cigarettes, sgemdiney,

etc. Therefore, it is hard for them to leave the entertainment sector.

In my study, | found that the organizational narratives represent the victimsomiEnuing

work in the entertainment sector because of having accepted the new environment kfied new
Earlier studies (ILO 2001, ILO 2002b) note that the victims are attracted to rand&y a

better lifestyle. This is identified as happening before victims arfickad. In the interviews |
have conducted, the victims are said to be attracted to money, habituated to alcohot] eddicte
drugs, and to have escaped the harsh village life. This represents thersdttati the victims

are trafficked and are working in the entertainment sector. About 7 of theaditking

workers share that the victims are attracted to the business of moneymaking. | &inae
shares: “Working at an establishment center gives them easy money.riplaties it is hard,

they have to wash dishes.” The victims make more money in the entertainmentrsatthey
would make in the labor market. So the victims continue to work in the entertainmentisector

found the issue of “attraction to money” to be brought up 16 times in my interviews.

The majority (5 out of 8) of the anti-trafficking workers also share thatithieng are habituated
to drinking alcohol, having access to huge amounts of money, having sex, having nice clothes,

etc. Getting all these things would be very difficult once they leave aimi@ent sector. So, due
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to their changed habits, the victims remain in the entertainment sectoy. Steneplaying with
money. It five rupees today, next day it is ten. They get used to having monegs féalar
worker Mira. Counselor Nura also explains that “Maybe some are habituated toglrinki
alcohol.” A few anti-trafficking workers believe that the girls canreitaut of the business due
to their addiction to drugs and alcohol. This narrative is represented by 3 of the &okintigaf
workers. Outreach worker Mala says that “They get habituated to sex, pledsbégll into
drug addiction.” | found that the issue of “addiction” was brought up 3 times during the
interviews, compared to “habituation” which is brought up 10 times by the anickraff

workers.

With one exception, all the anti-trafficking workers also depict the victsrisaing adapted to
the changed lifestyle. Counselor Bina shares “Day after day they do tedtsagand get used
to it.” This same numbers of workers, in my study identified the victims as gtiayihe
entertainment sector to escape the harsh life back home. Counselor Kegi glvactim’s
saying: “I cannot go back to the village and face the hardship again, cargylbads again. It is
better this way.” | found this issue of “adaption to a changed lifestyle” detu$stimes,
while the issue of “escape from a harsh village life” was discussed 17thmeghout the eight

interviews | have conducted.

From the interviews that | have conducted, | found the issue of “economic motaillbg' raised
9 times 6 of the anti-trafficking workers. They recognize the victims’ eésiremain in the
entertainment sector for their economic mobility. All of the anti-trkifig workers share that
the victims continue to work in the entertainment sector as they need to suppoantiigir f

while 3 of them identified the victims as having supported their “sibling’ education”. dounse
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Bina shares: “I have met five to six cases where they support their yiblggy’'s education.
They also send money home or buy stuff for the family.” The issue of “finasgdplort for the
family” is raised 21 times, compared to that of “supporting a sibling’s edugatvhich is
mentioned only 5 times throughout the interviews that | have conducted. ILO (2002 b)kalso ta

about “family support” but it does not talk about the need to “support a sibling’s education.”

In sum, | found that the organizational narratives portray the victims of insaxafafficking as
having been lured and deceived by someone they know. The anti-trafficking wekesant
the victims as being unaware of the real work conditions; and, once they entaettarement
sector, they are abused and exploited. Mobility is a privilege for those who work in the
entertainment sector, but some of the victims face slave-like conditions.ajbetynof the
victims are depicted as “young girls” of “lower socioeconomic statdg’st of the victims
migrate from rural “villages” to the city for economic mobility. The witt often have several
family issues and selling of sex is the easiest way to make money. Eaoneyg from selling
sex allows the victims to support their family and themselves. Psychol@gioak, work
pressure, threats, coercion, etc. are commonly expressed in the organizatratigesa
depicting the victims of internal sex trafficking. Adaptation to the changestyjle, being
habituated to various objects, addiction, attraction to the business of moneymakingaplee esc
from harsh village life, the need to support family or to finance a sibling’'satidagetc. keeps

the victims working in the entertainment sector.

B. INTERSECTIONAL ORGANIZATIONAL NARRATIVES

Focusing on the issue of internal sex trafficking, the organizational naggtortray girls as

being affected by sex trafficking more than boys. From the interviews lia&el conducted,
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none of the anti-trafficking workers identify boys as victims of the sex.ttadmrlier studies by
ILO (2002b), boys are reported to be trafficked for labor exploitation. Fielceoffiaresh
projects a similar narrative. According to him, the boys from eastern parpaf e reported to
be trafficked on their way to the international labor market. Similarlypthanizational
narratives also recognize that the majority of girls are tkatildrom rural parts of Nepal. None
of the anti-trafficking workers identify the victims as being internaliyficked from the capital
city, Kathmandu. Besides, the organizational narratives also represent thieyrafjoctims as
being from lower-castes. Comparatively, fewer girls from higheesase identified as being

trafficked internally to the entertainment sector.

Though trafficking is a widespread phenomenon in Nepal, lower-caste or indigenousgseople
more often trafficked than higher caste people. Suresh, a field worker, yshaaindigenous
girls from the western part of Nepal are trafficked as they go to worlaasléri® Gurung and
Sherchan peopiare reported to be trafficked from the western part of Nepal. Tamang girls

from the central part of Nepal are affected more by sex traffickingle®iyn yet another

® Kamalari is the practice of sending young Tharu girls tdwimprivate homes. These girls are

highly subject to sex trafficking: http://southasia.oneworld.net/tdusadlines/un-urges-end-to-

nepals-kamalari-practice

The Tharu people are an indigenous tribe in Nepal: http://www.nefin.omgig#nous-

nationalities/categorization.html

®The Gurung and the Sherchan are indigenous people in Nepal.

http://www.nefin.org.np/indigenous-nationalities/categorization.html
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indigenous group of people, the Rai and the Lihfsom the eastern part of Nepal, are also
subjected to sex trafficking. Regardless of location, it is usually peopledisatdvantaged
group or lower castes who are highly affected by sex trafficking. Courldetarshares:
“Looking at the community, very few Brahmin/Chettri are trafficked. firtegority of girls who
are trafficked to the entertainment sector are from the Tamang comrhiityf the anti-

trafficking workers share similar narratives about the victims.

Organizational narratives in this study recognize gender and caste ityegsidleginning right
at home. Males are given preference over females. Urmila, a femalachuiverker, shares her
experience while visiting victims’ villages: “They say that it would havenbwetter if the staff
approaching them were male.” Such gender preference can be clear@sgeeted in cultural
practice based on patriarchy, which gives preference to sons over da(ighjehendari 2008).
Similarly, the organizational narratives recognize caste discrifmmgo be highly rooted in the
victims’ communities, where the cultural practice of designating pespiergouchables” is still
practiced amongst both higher and lower castes. However, in terms oheagtality or
discrimination, the anti-trafficking workers share that such issues are nofietkwithin the

entertainment sect8r.

" The Rai and Limbu are also indigenous people in Nepal (above resource).

® The stigma towards lower castes or the cultural practicsimuchables seems to be invisible
within such establishments. This is due to two important reasongatfitking workers share
regarding the non-existence of caste discrimination within tamenent establishments. Firstly,
all girls are treated as commodity for men’s sexuakfaiion. Secondly, lower-caste girls are

49



Regarding gender and caste, | found the organizational narratives to regresxqueriences of
the victims of sex trafficking as follows: Family trends in higheteasd lower-caste victims,
Poverty among higher-caste and lower-caste victims, Education attainn@rgsarhigher-caste
and lower-caste victims, Marital status amongst higher-caste and dastervictims, Mobility
among higher-caste and lower-caste victims, Cultural experiences arhiyhgstcaste and
lower-caste victims, Regain status among higher-caste and lower-casé aSoceptance among
higher-caste and lower-caste victims, Prejudice against higher-casteswersus that against

lower-caste victims, and Business trends regarding higher-caste anechsigerictims.

Family trends in Higher-caste and Lower-caste victims

In terms of family, the organizational narratives represent girls frage |@xtended families as
experiencing more pressure to support their family than girls from smaligear families.
Large families are observed more in lower-caste Tamang than in hagterBrahmin/Chettri.
Counselor Urmila notes that “Tamang still practice polygamy. One man bagives and from
two wives they have many children.” Having a large family puts extradiabburdens on
families. So it is more likely for girls from lower-caste Tamampe sent to work to support

their family than higher-caste Brahmin/Chettri girls.

Poverty among Higher-caste and Lower-caste victims

| also found that all of the anti-trafficking workers identify victims as pbigher-caste girls are

less affected by poverty than lower-caste Tamang girls. Counselor ysrthaghigher-caste

found to change their caste to a higher caste to avoid such dmatron. Changing caste
diminishes all the problems rooted with the issues of caste discrimination.
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girls are more educated and so are their families. Thus they are fllyaweidoff compared to
lower-caste Tamang girls. Lower-caste Tamang girls usuathedrom very poor families.

Field officer Subash shares: “Lower-caste girls are trafficked dueandial conditions. Mainly
due to financial conditions there is domestic violence. Higher castes ta@eeibm
entertainment. They already have most of the stuff. They do not have a hard life.”

Some women who are from well-to-do, higher-caste families willinghgecto the entertainment
sector to earn money and to be able to look after their children after they rrderadd by their
husbands. Such cases are not identified for lower-caste Tamang girls. Tgirsaag usually
poor and they come to the entertainment sector to financially support their @areisiblings.

Education Attainment amongst Higher-caste and Lower-caste victims

Organizational narratives present girls as being excluded from foduedon in order to
support their families. Both higher-caste and lower-caste girls artfide as deprived of
education. In both the communities, boys are more likely to be sent to school than girls
higher-caste communities, most of the families send their daughters to saktdwbyB are more
likely to be sent to the boarding school and girls to the government school. In thegTaman
communities, both boys and girls are less likely to attend school when comparetighére
caste communities’ boys and girls.

The organizational narratives in my study recognize that Tamang boysiketyed attend
school (at least till primary level, i.e "grade) than Tamang girls, who are excluded from this
privilege. The majority of Tamang girls in the entertainment sectoitlderate. Six out of eight
anti-trafficking workers share this narrative. Their narratives arewstiat similar to the study
by the Nepal Living Standard Survey [(NLSS) 2004], which shows a huge gender disparit

education. The literacy rate for males (15 years and above) is found to be
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64.5%, whereas the literacy rate for females in the same age group is 33.8Z0)@&”2804
report (NLSS 2004). Though 91.4% of household access to a primary school is within a 30-
minutes’ walk, this facility is more likely to be within access of bogstbf girls. About 75% of
the anti-trafficking workers in this study shares that victims areidis@ted against when it
comes to education based on their gender and caste. Counselor Nura shares:

To a certain extent even caste plays an important role in the kiafficof women in
Nepal, because higher-caste people, to a certain extent, are financialg sirhey are
more educated. But lower-caste people are financially weak and ¢veirdf education
is low. Due to this they are a little backward. There is a certala that caste plays in
trafficking. Though higher-caste girls are trafficked, numericallysitawer-caste girls
who are trafficked more. It is higher-caste girls who came forwarddaseeducation.
Due to this they are also financially strong. The lower-caste have mechat a lower
status from the beginning and couldn’t move forward in terms of education and finance.

Marital Status amongst Higher-caste and Lower-caste victims

The organizational narratives recognize that the majority of girls whvatficked come from
lower-caste Tamang communities. Looking at the victims’ communitspedeally villages such

as Sindupalckhowk, Makawanpur, Ramachhape, etc, which have Tamang communities) the anti
trafficking workers share that at least one girl comes from eachnigahtause. The majority of
Tamang girls are reported to be single. “Tamang girls are usuallyraedyareports Prabi. It

easier for lower-caste victims to go back to their community, get marnddedtle down. Even

the concept of remarriage is more acceptable in the Tamang community. Butdaigfiee
girls/women who enter this sector are usually separated from their husizthrehearriage is not
possible to due to the social stigma. Prabi says: “Well they [lower-castanbegirls] can marry

easily but Brahmin/Chettri [higher-caste] cannot because of sogalasti

Similarly, the organizational narratives in this study also recoghaehtgher-caste victims are

often abandoned their husbands. Lower-caste Tamang victims do not have this problest, a
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of them who come to the entertainment sector are single. And even if theyparated or
divorced, their marital status does not prevent remarrying. According to PreaddmiB

community girls come because they are not treated properly by their husbands.”

Mobility ° among Higher-caste and Lower-caste victims

Organizational narratives also represent mobility to be experienced wliffeg higher-caste
and lower-caste victims. Anti-trafficking workers share that metigitmore accepted for lower-
caste victims than for higher-caste victims. As Nura says:

In the Brahmin/Chettri community, if some girls move out of the hbegefamily does
not accept them back. So due to this fear the girls from this caste do nat. They do
not easily go out or go with someone due to the fear of not being accepteddyitire
Compared with the higher castes, in the lower castes they can margythan once, go
out for work and stay out and come back home. It is not hard to acceptBbem.the

Brahmin/Chettri community, if someone goes out, there is a whole @sde
interrogation about where they went and what they did. They do not takethirege

lightly.

There is a cultural difference between the higher-caste Brahmin/Girettitower-caste Tamang
girls, shares an anti-trafficking worker. The higher-caste giedsat allowed by their family to

go out and work but in lower-caste Tamang girls going out to find a job is commonpyextce

Cultural Experiences amongst Higher-caste and Lower-caste victims

The organizational narratives recognize a huge cultural difference basedcastthef the

victims. “In the Matwalt’ caste, alcohol consumption is common among girls. But in our caste

% “Mobility” here refers to as movement from victims’ place of origin to r witfind a job (as
defined by most of the anti-trafficking workers).
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drinking is not commonly accepted,” says Nura, who represents a higher castdaA si
response is given by Kiriti, who is Tamang: “We are of the Matwali castedriftk alcohol.”
Due to this flexibility lower-caste victims feel less pressureakwhen customers offer them
alcohol. But, for higher-caste victims drinking alcohol presents a moral dilersrtfa&gyado not
typically consume it in their culture.

Another cultural difference between higher-caste victims and lowez-g&s$ims (as represented
by the organizational narratives of anti-trafficking workers) is the adoptioletbirny that is not
typical of one’s cultural background. Higher-caste victims are more likeddopt modern,
Western styles of dress. Outreach worker Urmila shares: “In ther@néChettri community,
they even have started wearing pants and kurtha [a modern Indian dress], butdahg $tll
wear the same traditional dress.” So when the girls are forced to wealing\aothes by the

owners, higher-caste girls are less likely to feel stress than |@st-girls.

The other cultural difference that | found in this study (as represented in tinézatigaal
narratives) is the involvement of family members. Tamang families eme sdid to send their
daughter to work in the entertainment sector. Anti-trafficking workers exgiat using children
as surplus commodities is commonly practiced in lower-caste Tamang comesiuNlitnost

every house in Tamang communities has a daughter who works in the entertainroent sect
Mala points out that “Tamang castes have been trafficked from earl&relegn when there was

no internal trafficking.” Though there are families who are not aware afdhaghter’s work or

191n the Nepali caste system, the Matwali are the liquor-drinking cdség. ate below higher-
castes and above the untouchables. The Tamang are placed in the “Matwgdifyc@tacobson

2000).
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of the exploitation, most of the families in Tamang communities send their datgtterk in
the entertainment sector. This practice is less observed in high-casts\iamilies, as their

families do not approve of their daughter’s moving away for work.

Regain Status amonqg Higher-caste and Lower-caste victims

According to the anti-trafficking workers, while the lower-caste victinesnat discriminated
against in their communities, caste-based discrimination does take place willdggs. In this
context, the victims not only try to hide their real caste identity but also tpptaaas if they
belong to a higher caste. Bina who is also a counselor shares that “It is dualisctivaination
only that they lie about their caste here.” Three out of eight anti-kef§javorkers represent
this narrative. Similarly, anti-trafficking workers also identify loveaste victims to regain their
social status once they are able to find a job in the city. They work and earn in tteerenéat
sector, go home and show off. They support their family financially and even support thei
sibling’s education. For that they even get respect from their family anchgoity. One of the
anti-trafficking workers share this narrative. Urmila shares: “For stimeg get respect even
when they say that they earned money by working in a cabin.” The higher-céists aie not
identified to change their caste. Similarly, regaining status is alsopurted to be experienced

by higher-caste.

Social Acceptance among Higher-caste and Lower-caste victims

Earlier research by Hennink and Simkhada (2004), show that victims are ostrgcikeddvger
society. In this study, | found the organizational narratives to represdferarmti view of
society and its acceptance of the victims. According to the workers’ inas;ahe social

acceptance of the victims is highly influenced by the communities and is basedeohncte
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case of Tamang victims, they are easily accepted back into theirdaster community. They
even get respect as they bring money to the family. Counselor Prabsrg@drtOne girl from
each house in the village works in the entertainment sector. Even if they know, no one talks
about it in the community and they do not take it as bad.” In sum, the lower-castes adim
more easily accepted back into their families or communities. This is aadgeworking in the
entertainment sector is not out of ordinary in those communities. However, thishe catée

for higher-caste girls, mainly because in the higher-caste commuthiegegirls’ geographic

movement is questioned and not socially accepted.

Prejudice against Higher-caste victims Versus that against Lower-castactims

The organizational narratives do not identify any social prejudice against-bagte victims.
But, in the case of lower-caste victims, social prejudice is present acctrdigghe anti-
trafficking workers in this study. There is historical evidence of the invawemf Tamang
families in selling their daughters (ILO 2001). This trend has continued to thaipdeye Anti-
trafficking workers share that the involvement of many Tamang fanmligee selling of their
daughters has resulted in development of such social prejudice against loe@racaahg
people. Kriti explains, “What | have seen is the prejudice that people have agaihatriang.
May be they have developed this feeling in their mind that the Tamang aste dhed sells their
daughter.”

Business Trends reqgarding Higher-caste and Lower-caste victims

A few anti-trafficking workers, in their narratives, discuss an intergstend based on caste. In

her narrative, field officer Mira notes that, “Tamang girls usually gtarking as employees.
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After working for a while, the Tamang girls become owners of entenmnt establishments and

recruit other girls from their village to work in their massage parlor.”

Tamang girls, who enter the entertainment sector as victims aranléte, found to invest their
earnings in similar businesses. They are even found to be involved in the trgf6€igimls from
their own village. Lower-caste Tamang victims are found to invest more gieidueir life in the
entertainment sector when compared to higher-caste Brahmin/Chettrisvilttithe case of
higher-caste victims such a trend is not identified. The organizationalivesregcognize that
higher-caste victims tend to work in the entertainment sector for a shortat fean lower-
caste victims. The higher-caste victims usually work for two to thres,yaad thus make
enough money to invest in other business that is free from sexual exploitation.

C. SUMMARY

The organizational narratives represented by the anti-trafficking veor&eognize gender and
caste as main intersectional categories that create a unique expéoieihe victims of internal
sex trafficking in Kathmandu (AWID 2004). Findings in this study show that (acuptdithe
organizational narratives), social- economic status, age, geographic locatidal status,
gender, and caste not only increases girls experience of discriminatiomlsotiiicreases the
possibility of being internally sex trafficked. Girls in Nepal are mordyike be trafficked for
sex than boys. Similarly, lower-caste Tamang girls are more likddg trafficked than higher-
caste Brahmin/Chettri girls.

Findings show that the anti-trafficking workers’ narratives recagtiiat there are huge
disparities in education and family income in Tamang girls compared to higdter-ca
Brahmin/Chettri girls. Findings also suggest that lower-caste \ddtawe less access to basic

resources than higher-caste victims. Lower-caste victims are also tohade larger families
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than higher-caste victims. Lower-caste girls are more likely torggesand to have more access
to mobility than higher-caste victims. My findings also suggest that théraffiicking workers’
narratives identify the lower-caste victims as being socially aedeptd as gaining status by
working in the entertainment sector. In contrast, higher-caste victermane often found to be
married or separated and having less access to mobility when compared todstgearictims.
Higher-caste victims are often ostracized by their society and aeasitt accepted back to

their society as are lower-caste victims (according to the antiekey workers).
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V. DISCUSSION AND CONCLUSION

By examining the organizational narratives, we are able to understand not only howthe a
trafficking workers portray the victims of sex trafficking, but also thbethe workers have an
understanding of how various intersectional categories, such as gender antbgasiter create
different experiences for the victims of internal sex trafficking itheandu, Nepal. In this
study, | found that the anti-trafficking workers’ narratives portraytbems of sex trafficking
as being deceived, exploited, abused, young, poor, rural, female, etc. Some of these ima

mirror the themes from earlier studies, while some emerge as new themes.

The general representation of the victims of internal sex trafficking genarational narratives
is similar to the themes presented in earlier studies by ILO (2001, 2002 a, 2002b), Hennink and
Simkhada (2004), Piper (2005), ONRT (2008), and Rajbhandari (2008). For instance, in my
study the anti-trafficking workers depict the victims of sex traffigkas being “abused.” The
notion of abused victims is also identified in earlier studies by ILO (2002a), an(2002b).
Similarly, the anti-trafficking workers also identify the victimshesng “exploited.” Similar
themes are identified in earlier studies by Sanghera (2005), Cameron andrN@068&), and
Kornard (2008). Furthermore, an earlier study by ONRT (2008) shows that organiikation
IIDS and UNIFEM identify sex-trafficking victims’ problems as beisgaciated with “family
issues” such as domestic violence, divorce, and separation. In my study, thaffackirtg
workers also present similar narratives regarding the sex-traffigkBms. They represent the
victims as having “family issues,” such as domestic violence, separatiorteppdrents, to deal

with.
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This study also identifies some narratives which are not consistent witr eauties. For
instance, earlier studies by Sanghera (2005) and Konard (2008) talk about policethat
limit women’s economic mobility by restricting their geographic movemEme anti-trafficking
workers in this study do not talk about policies that limit the geographical mavem&omen
and girls. Yet another study by ONRT (2008) suggests that women’s mobddgnies a public
concern and is often limited or decided by various authorities such as familpucoty, and
state. In my study, | found that the anti-trafficking workers depicted thieng’ mobility
(geographic movement) as being either free or controlled by family anth@oitres (based on
the caste of the victims in question). In the case of higher-caste girdmttieafficking workers
identified geographic mobility as being controlled by families and commegmthen compared

to lower-caste Tamang girls, whose mobility was easily acceptdelyfamilies.

Moreover, this study’s findings are not consistent with the themes presentedanlitrestudies

such as Doezema (2000, 2005), who are of the opinion that women can give consent to sell sex
and still have control over their bodies. These researchers suggest that sesnwmekegarded

as an occupation and need not be exploitative. However, the anti-trafficking Woeseasives,

in my study, portray the customer and the owner/employer of the cabin rest@uraassage

parlor as controlling the women’s bodies. Women and girls are depicted aawe=x ab

physically and mentally abused, and as sexually exploited. Similarly, shyd@stsyukova

(2007) and Butcher (2003) identify the victims of sex trafficking as beingdardo the sex

trade. Contrary to this notion, the anti-trafficking workers in my study potteavictims as

being deceived but not forced. The victims enter the entertainment sector ofsthdree will

but without knowledge of the exploitative work conditions.
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Additionally, there are other emergent themes that | found in this study. THeaidking
workers also share that the victims continue working in the entertainmentaettery adapt to
their changed lifestyle. Earlier studies (ILO 2001, 2002 b) recognize the viafirheing
attracted to economic opportunities. But these earlier studies depict thesiaidhe victims
prior to trafficking whereas, in this study, the anti-trafficking woskaepict the victims’
situations after they are trafficked into the entertainment sector. Angaihe anti-trafficking
workers, the victims adapt to the new life within the entertainment sectoredéspabuse and

exploitation they face.

In analyzing the intersectional dimensions of organizational narrativasd that the anti-
trafficking workers identify multiple levels of discrimination experietdy the victims of sex
trafficking. Consistent with the themes discussed in earlier studies (10D Bxalla 2005,
Rajbhandari 2008) which note that that the victims of sex trafficking expemaste and gender
discrimination, the anti-trafficking workers portray the victims of intesead trafficking as
experiencing multiple levels of discrimination based on their gender ared Eastinstance, in
the narratives | examined there is a recognition that the lower-cassngayirls who are
victims of sex trafficking are more likely to experience poverty than are hggtste girls.
Similarly, lower-caste Tamang girls have less education when codnjgeinggher-caste
Brahmin/Chettri girls who are victims of sex trafficking. Becauspayerty and lack of
education, the lower-caste girls are more likely to face unemploymerdithame higher-caste

girls.

In addition to gender and caste, the anti-trafficking workers’ narratisesdentify other

categories such as age, class, and geographical location as interattshgging the
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experiences of sex-trafficking victims. For instance, it is more likelydoing, poor, lower-caste
Tamang girls from rural areas to experience discrimination than higiséz girls representing
the same categories. Similarly, lower-caste Tamang girls frombibvee categories are more

likely to be used as commodities than are higher-caste Brahmin/Chdgtri gir

To sum up, some of the organizational narratives include themes are consistent \Witmtee t
from the earlier studies, while others are not. Importantly, the singildiound in the
organizational narratives and earlier studies is likely to stem from ¢isenre of the broader
institutional narratives (Loseke 2007). International organizatibimstheir institutional
narratives, are found to use terms such as fraud, deception, exploitation, forcegiyisung
selling sex, etc. to define sex trafficking and its victims. | found eatiglties (ILO 2001; ILO
2002 a; ILO 2002b) to be guided by such definitions and international standards in identifying
the victims. On the other hand, international organizations also financially suppoudfriias
anti-trafficking programs in Nepal. In implementing the anti-tr&ffig programs, the workers
are guided by the definitions and international standards provided by such organiZatitis
process the anti-trafficking workers are likely to be influenced by thieuitisnal narratives in
that they have to follow the guidelines when identifying the victims. Such ihd&letionships
can be inferred for the similarity of themes across the earlier studieseaachfinizational

narratives coming from the anti-trafficking workers.

1 United Nations (ILO 2001), USDS (USDS 2010), ILO (convention No. 182), South Asia
Association for Regional Cooperation, Global Alliance Against Trafficking in Wpme
International Movement Against all forms of Discrimination and Racism, &t0.2D02 b)
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However, there are some organizational narratives in this study that | diddhot éarlier
studies. These narratives emerge out of the stories told by the victimstifieking. The anti-
trafficking workers work closely with the victims of sex trafficgiand are influenced by the
personal narratives that are told by the victims. Through the personal nasthtvasti-
trafficking workers depict other aspects of the victims that are notfigenitn the earlier studies.
The anti-trafficking workers identify various intersectional categgogender, caste, age, class,
and geographic location) of discrimination experienced by the victims. Based ercdbegories
some victims experience discrimination while others do not. In other words, érgetttonal
categories increase the experience of discrimination for some of theswelimoccupy social

locations that are shaped by their gender, caste, age, and geograpHtical.loca

All'in all, the anti-trafficking workers’ organizational narrative idurginced by both personal
narratives and institutional narratives. The anti-trafficking workiéck slose to the institutional
narratives; as counselor Nura puts it, “We represent the organization weowd@rf the other
hand, the anti-trafficking workers are also influenced by the personatinas: However, there
is a lack of representation of personal narratives in the organizations’ progrdupaliaies. It
appears that the anti-trafficking workers recognize the multiple fofrdscrimination shaping
the victims experiences but it is rarely addressed in the anti-traffighkibgrams or services

implemented by the non-profit organizations in Nepal.

A. RECOMMENDATIONS

Uniform guidelines and standards provided by international organizations in idemtify
victims often ignore the fact that the victims of sex trafficking expeeaeahscrimination based

on their multiple identities created by their gender, caste, age, ¢ldsgeagraphical location.
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The organizational narratives and earlier studies influenced by such iosttutarratives
stereotype victims’ problems as the outcome of gender discrimination. It atsesghe fact
that victims of sex trafficking experience discrimination for many reasamsh are shaped by
the mixture of their gender, age, caste, class, and location. The organizaticatalesa
however, which are influenced by the personal narratives, identify ségkiraf victims as

experiencing discrimination based on their gender, caste, class, age, graglgeal location.

This study suggests that there is a gap between the narratives coming froctirtteeand the
narratives of the international organizations. Effective measures should be yadktinb parties
involved in anti-trafficking programs to narrow this gap. Having identifiedtissgieking

victims as experiencing discrimination (based on their gender, caste,am3e arid geographical
location), an intersectional analysis of the victims must be incorporated aineal
organizations and local organizations in their narratives. The victim’s idatitficand standard

guidelines must include intersectional analysis.

Incorporating an intersectional approach would enhance the operation o&Hiakitrg

programs. For instance, the programs and services provided by the organizations foadgion ge
empowerment. Despite the program’s efforts the victims who are providedwah services

and training end up going back to the entertainment establishments. Implenaanting
intersectional analysis would allow the service providers to diminish such proéhehts

develop better programs. It would help the service providers to pin down the speedscof

the victims which emerge from their intersectional locations and identitiesté,be

intersectional approach- based program could look into the specific needs ofdaigieevictims

and lower-caste victims instead of putting both of groups together and providing dotmof t
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with similar service. Using an intersectional approach in victim ideridicaa specific program
can be designed for victims who are poor, young, lower-caste, and from rusalFarethem
reintegration programs with educational and financial support programs wilttbe feame
programs will not work for victims from higher castes, who are usually married@ndktter
socioeconomic conditions than lower-caste victims. For higher-caste vicimiy ficceptance
IS not easy. So reintegration might be a failure. So, keeping this in mind for highericims,
urban resettlement programs can be more effective. Similarly, by argabther intersectional
identities of victims, specific needs can be better analyzed and prognatns dasigned

accordingly.

B. LIMITATIONS

Since it is an exploratory research project, there are sduartdtions to my study. A greater
number of respondents could have resulted in more information on theofssere trafficking.

This study was based on phone interviews. Other types of interveawh as face-to-face
interviews, could also have helped in obtaining better responsesar8i, the distance and the
time difference between the researcher (me) and the respomaeistsd some discomfort for

both parties in setting up interview times.

With regard to the long-distance telephone calls, the connection was sommionesid both
parties ended up being exhausted and frustrated due to the difficulty of making &ng fogi
the phone calls. Sometimes during the interview, due to the poor quality of international
connections, the questions or the respondent’s answers had to be repeated. Although the
interviews went smoothly, the participants did not respond in the exact English heatrds t

present here. The interviews were conducted in Nepali and translated back th. Englis
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| initiated this research because | was exposed to the issues regardiraificking in Nepal.
There were times during the interviews when | thought “I know this,” but | did hiotyidias
show. Rather | continued to listen to the respondents’ stories. Also, during the wtérvie
occasionally said “yes,” but not as an indicator of agreement. Instead, | useatdhe w

continue the conversations and to let the respondents know that | was still listehigig to t

C. FUTURE RESEARCH

This research has implications for the future of organizations that help victseg tffficking
in Nepal. Future research on personal, organizational, and institutional narrativesrcav the
gap between the victims and the organizations providing services. This studgahalplthe
organizations to pin down the specific needs of their clients and, at the same tome,tagbr
their programs to meet these needs. Similarly, having identified varieusdational categories
such as gender, caste, class, age, and location as shaping experiences ah#)ehacti
researchers, sociologists, and policy-makers must incorporate theseieatedgortheir future
studies. This will allow them to have a clear understanding of the multipléndisations faced

by the victims.
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D. APPENDICES
APPENDIX A: IMPLIED CONSENT AND INTERVIEW GUIDES

Implied Consent

| would like to thank you for your participation. Before we beginjould want to be
sure that you realize that | am conducting this interview fogragluate thesis. The information
you provide is being used for a graduate research course in Wwhiochduct research on
“Trafficking of Women in Nepal: An Intersectional Analysis ofg@nizational Narratives.” This

interview requires you to share information about your work and the experienmer aflignt.

There is no physical risk involved in this research but some questiapscause you
discomfort. You have option to keep your name confidential. In this caswilldoe given a
pseudonym. | want to confirm that you have willingly agreed ite@ ghis interview. You
maintain the right to stop this interview anytime and choose nparficipate. There won'’t be
any penalty of dropping out of interview. | would also like to inforou yhat this interview is

taped and make sure that you don’t have any objection to recording our conversation.

If you have any questions or concerns regarding this study you carmctomtat XXX-

XXX-XXXX or email me at_bmahat@uark.ediYou can also contact my advisor Dr. Anna

Zajicek at 011-479-575-5149. If you have any questions regarding ydus r& research
subject, please contact the University of Arkansas InstitutionaleiReBoard at 011-479-575-
3845.

Interview Date:
Name of Interviewer:
Location:

Means of Interview:
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Interview Guide:

Section 1
1. Can you tell me about yourself including your name and what you do?
2. Can you share information about the organization you work for?

3. How do you define your work? Can you give me some information &t your job

including your responsibilities? How long have you been working in this ae?
4. How long have you been working for the present organization?

5. Can you share your work experience for last six months regardingex trafficked
victims you encountered and how long have you been working witlhem? How do you

handle them?
6. What kind of program does the organization have for the victims of sex traffickig?

7. Is there any effort by the organization to recognize the need afictims who are facing

discrimination based on caste?
Section 2

8. Can you tell me about the victims? Their age, caste, ethnigitwhere they come from,

where do they live and how long have they been in the city?
9. Can you tell me about their family composition?
10.Can you also tell me what their parents and siblings do?

11.Can you also tell me if the victims have to support their fany’s financial need? Have
you ever encountered such case? Can you tell us about some deat that you

encountered?

12.Can you tell me about their condition back home? What did they d before coming to
the city? Can you share this with me?
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13.Can you also tell me why and how did they come to the city? Arwho brought them to

the city?

14.Can you tell me about their experience at their present ark? Do they feel that they are

pressured at work?
15.What is a typical day at work for them?

16.Do the victims tell you what they like the best about theijob? Can you share this with

us?
17.What do they like least about their work?
18.1f they had to describe their work, how did they best describe it inive words?

19.Did anyone deceive or coerced the victims to come to the capd work? If can you tell

me about such case?

20.1s there anything that stops the victims from going back to thir family? Is there any

risk associated with them leaving their work? Please explain.

21.Have you encountered case where victims or their family has fed privilege/
discrimination based on caste? Can you tell me about such incident?

22.In your experience, do you think caste plays significant role itrafficking of women in

Nepal?

23.Can you tell me about how the experience of lower caste andgher caste victims are

similar or different?

| would like to thank you for sharing your experience with us. kane that the information you

provided will help further in making better plans and policies.
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APPENDIX B: EXAMPLES OF CODING

First Stage: | used a funnel approach and apgliedori codes informed by the literature and

theoretical framework on sex trafficking.

Literature Review

A Priori Code

Anti-trafficking programs and policies that do nqt

make such distinction limits the right of women
decide their mobility by considering them as
“lacking capacity to reason or choose or incapa
of making decision” (Kapur 2008, Konard 2008
The movement of women and girls is limited
considering them vulnerable or at risk of
trafficking. The women’s movement is often
assumed to be forced that ends in sexual

exploitation (Sanghera 2005, Konard 2008).

[0

Dle

- Lacking capacity to reason or chose

Incapable of making decision

Sexual exploitation
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Second Stage: | analyzed the data line-by-line to look for themes that appeaadier studies.

Transcribed Data Codes

US- mainly in cabin restaurant girls are sexually

exploited. Main reason for client to come to cabin|is

not to eat food. 80 rupees worth beer is charged 200

. Exploitation
rupees. They mainly come for sexual P
satisfaction...in cabin male client would pull, bite,| commodities

called girls to satisfied their need...the girls didn’t

like such work..
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Third Stage: Looked for emergent themes

Transcribed Data Emergent theme

Even if they leave this job and get into a good jok Habituated
but do not get good money, there is higher change _ )

Adaption to the changed lifestyle
for them to return back to the same sector. They
earn lots of money in this sector. They are used o
playing with money. They do not get similar amount
of money at other job. There is certain designatipn
and they are paid accordingly only. The amount they

get in cabin or massage, they do not get else. Dye to

lack of money they get back to same sector.
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Fourth stage: Codes identified as focused codes to represent a larger séghatnt

Line by line (a priori codes)

Focused Codes

The trafficker lures them and tell them it is little further. Somethin

mixed in the food and given to the girls. Something to make them

) Beceived/ Lure

unconscious. Then they are taken across the border. In case of Internal

trafficking, they enter the entertainment sector thinking they will eg
and make a living. Whether in restaurant or massage parlor, after
enter , exploitation starts slowly even when they work as waiter.

Slowly abuse starts and they fall into trafficking.

LN

they

75% are such cases. They are deceived by saying that they will g
job. They could either work as domestic helper in the morning and
evening and pursue school in day, or job at other office. By sayin
they are brought and later forcefully put to such work. 25% come
under wrong influence of friends. Some also came since they hay

take care of their kids

Since they are from poor family and are uneducated, agents offef
their family by saying “ | will provide job to your daughter with job.’
Then they bring them here. Some also come under their friend
influence. But most are here because of poverty and lack of

education.

et
the

y this

eto
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Organizational narratives and portrayal of sex trafficking victims:

Codes No. of Respondent | No. of times codes | Earlier studies
appear
Lure All 30 Hennink and
Simkhada (2008)
Someone they know 24
Kapur (2008)
Accepted new 7 out of 8 16 Earlier studies talk
environment about period prior td
3 outof 8 10
being trafficked.
Attracted to money
7 out of 8 19
Habituated to
7 out of 8 17

alcohol

Adapted to change

life style

Escape from harsh

village life
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